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OUR
VISION
STATEMENT

To become a vibrant,
benevolent congregation tha
serves God’s creation both
locally and globally.

—

A congregation that offerfs
meaningful and inspirational
ministries and worship for all
ages that honor and praise
God while maintaining the
feel of an intimate family in
Christ.

Also, a congregation tha
provides opportunities for al
to be involved in ministries
and programs that foster the
development of gifts in all
people needed to sustain ar|d
expand God’s mission.
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-- Diane Schwiger-Alexander, AIM

Pastor shared his story a few weeks ago and |data questions about my call
so | share my story with you here.

I am not sure when God'’s calling started in my.lifeave always been involved in
a church and liked being involved, serving as aly&e, youth leader, Sunday School
teacher, and many other “jobs”. When people askvivet led me to be an Associate in
Ministry | begin by saying “I fell into church watk What | mean by this is that it was
an easy entry for me after graduate school.

In 1993 | graduated from graduate school with atetasf Education with a
specialization in Business and Industrial Coungelis | began to look for job
opportunities a staff position became availablhatchurch we attended at the time. |
was offered the part-time position as Director olunteers. This was the easy entry
into “church work” for me. | was already a veryigetvolunteer for the congregation
and did not want to have to make changes in myntekring which would have been
necessary had | accepted a full-time position endbrporate world. This staff position
was a perfect match for my gifts and passion aridtth our family life.

After serving about a year and half as Directovolunteers | left that position to
have our second child. The following years broughhy changes in our lives. We had
a second child, moved to a new city and found a ctawch. | then went through a
period of searching and wondering what was nertyrlife. As many of you know |
interviewed for a lay pastoral assistant positibh@R and was offered the opportunity
to serve as Director of Congregational MinistrieslfCR from 1998 until my
commissioning as Associate in Ministry in 2005.

As | was serving as Director of Congregational Idiines | heard and felt God
calling me to do “more”. | knew that God was talime that serving was more than a
part-time job, a hobby, something to keep me blikgre were some very real
guestions in my mind and heart about how to answercall. | had two children, a
husband and commitments to my congregation and eomntyn How was | being called
to serve and how could | get the education | ne2ded me also say through my
guestioning | also tried to ignore God'’s call. Israaking excuses; | did not think it
was possible for me to go to seminary, only twore@way, with all the things going
on in my life. God would not stop nudging me.

| found my answer on the internet! The ELCA offeeedrogram for distance
learning (SELECT) that fulfilled the academic raguinents for the Associate in
Ministry roster. The roster of Associate in Ministwas exactly where God was calling
me to serve. The core definition of the rostepisdrve in team ministry as a partner in
equipping the priesthood of all believers. | hagel dimswers to my questions. | could
take classes by video (they now have DVD’s andim&{earning communities) and |
could serve in a capacity that used my best grftsvaould serve my current
congregation well.

(Continued on page 2)



Dear Fellow Members of LCR,

It is February in the year of our Lord 2010. | bagnd
pray that the year has begun well for all of yéiave you
made any resolutions for the New Year? Whetherhaue
or have not, | want you to prayerfully consider h@ad is
calling you to do His work with your hands this ye&lave
you looked at the yellow bulletin insert and woreter
where God is calling you to serve? Have you prajigr
completed and returned your Spiritual Gifts Inveptior
2010? The Lord can use all of us in a powerful viaye
are open to his calling. Be still and silent aisteh for
God’s voice.

Therefore Eli said to Samuel,
“Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say,
“Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”
So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
1 Samuel 3:9

| want to thank the following individuals for heagi
and answering the Lord’s call to serve: Harry Vosé&uy
for becoming the Chairperson of the Outreach Mipjst
Steve Ahrenholz, for chairing the Stewardship Miwis
and Cindy Miller, for being LCR’s Financial Secnsta |
pray God’s blessing upon each of them and all thdsz
have heard God'’s call and are serving in variousstries

and ministries at LCR. How does God want to usg yo
time, talents, and treasures in 2010?

Have you taken the time to consider the many bigssi
that God has bestowed upon you and your familhénpast
year? Has God blessed you with a good job andtdest
income? Have you considered increasing your giwing
response to these blessings so that others mafitBeNeur
dollars help support the various ministries at lewéim
Church of the Resurrection (many named in the balle
insert each week), our local community ministriesch as
Matthew 25 Ministries providing disaster relieftiaiti),
and the ministries of the church- at-large ( ELCA
International Disaster Response also providing@itie
victims of the recent earthquake in Haiti). Godl bliess
your generosity. If you are able to give above begbnd
your pledged amount, please consider making aibotitn
to the newly established “Capital Improvements and
Replacement Fund”. You might recall that this fuves
established to address future building repair apthicement
needs.

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his
face to shine upon you, and be gracious to youl_tind lift
up his countenance upon you, and give you peatteipear
2010 and always.

IS GoDb CALLING YOU: continued from cover page

The process of candidacy, taking classes and CPE
(Clinical Pastoral Education) internship while naiga
family and maintaining my commitments was not e#syg.
one of those times in my life when looking baclay o
myself “what was | thinking?”. However, | know th@bd
was with me through all of it and gave me the gftierand
energy to make it all possible. God also gave mamaazing
family and support system that allowed me to angheicall
and become one of the 45 percent of the peopleeisurvey
that can say | love my job.

Several weeks ago in Catechism class one of tests
asked me if this (working at the church) is my-tirhe job. |
was happy to take a few minutes and share with tlikat |
get to do each day, including being part of theimgng and
spiritual development. It is an honor to serve @sdn
Associate in Ministry in the ELCA at Lutheran Chiuraf the
Resurrection. As you are considering God’s cajldar life |
would love to help you answer any questions you Iraxe
and share my experiences. For those of you worglasr
did, “how can | answer the call?” please know Bat will
guide you, be open to the nudges and do not ighera, it
is never too late.




-- Rich Weyhrich, Chair
Worship & Music

Is your child ready to receive

The liturgies and/or services for February will be: the gift of Communion?

February 6/7: Epiphany 5, WOV liturgy
13/14: Transfiguration of Our Lord, LBW I liturgy

17:  Ash Wednesday Classes will be he.ld on
20/21: Lent 1, Haas liturgy Wednesday evenings:
24:  Mid-Week Lenten Worship February 24, March 3, 10, & 17

27/28: Lent 2, NTF liturgy 5:00-6:00 pm
“Transfiguration,” in Greekmnetai-morphothaiis the word from
which the English word “metamorphosis “ derivesdems appropriate First Communion will take place
to attend prayer, asking God’s presence in ouslagwe transition fromnj th kend of
the joy and light of Epiphany to the reflectiveasen of Lent. M e V\f/'|e§Oe&? 2](.)
arc

Volunteers Welcome:

Classes are for children and parents and
designed to promote family conversation
about Communion. Parents will want to
share in this experience with your child and
TheChildren’s Choir practice is on Thursday beginning at 7 p.mJ tell their stories about their first Communion
If interested, please contact Diane Hill. experience and memories.

. ) ) If you would like to enroll in this class,
The Worship Committee continues to welcome voluistéar the or if you have any questions, please contact

Joyful Noise Band anSound Technicians Please contact Diane Schwiger-Alexandelcfdsa@fuse.net
John Snowden and Rick Carter. or 513-474-4938).

OurAdult Choir_continues to practice on Wednesdays at 7:30
p.m. All new voices are welcome, especially maliees. If
interested, please contact Michelle Meinhart.

Monday, February 22
7 p.m.
It is helpful to periodically offer training for mabers who have leadership roles in our worship

services. Pastor Zorn attended a workshop omglitand was reminded of the skills that are needed
of worship leaders and the importance of providirgjruction for those volunteers.

It has been quite some time since LCR offeredinitrg session and there has been a significant
turnover in Worship Assistants.

Pastor Zorn will leading a one-hour training sessmbe held in our sanctuary. If you are
currently on the Worship Assistant schedule or wdilie to be added to the schedule, please make
"V‘ every effort to attend this class.

Please contact Pastor Zorn with questions




It feels like 2010 has begun the decade not witlean
slate so much as a full plate-- a plate that inefua recent
2009 attempt by a Nigerian man to bring death anat to
Americans, while in Haiti we see the result of arendous
earthquake. At home, we experience an economy
sputtering with jobs hanging in the balance and Aca@s
losing their homes. When we add to this the corifyl®f
world hunger, climate change, environmental dedrada
and species loss, our eyes truly glaze over andaw to
look away.

It is time then for us all to take a deep breatth an
remember one of the eternal promises of scriptBexfect
love casts out fear." Perfect love starts withtrigplations
between us and our family, our neighbors and outdvo
We can’t experience perfect love with suspiciorjyutice,
and injustice while being fearful and dismissive of
another. Which brings us to the question, "Jusi igtour
neighbor?" Jesus blew wide the assumption of wiro o
neighbor is by citing the despised Samariansoday’'s
context, might the hated Samarians be the people we
consider our enemies? To go one step furthersnsle
radical world view when he said to include as aeighbor
the disenfranchised, the alien and the strangeidde
have meant even the species' boundary must beedrass
include plants and animals that are oppressed and
threatened?

The recent issue &ojournersMagazine explores this
idea that we are called to live in right relatiavith God,
our neighbor and the world around us. It quotafes
McFague in her boo8uper Christiansvhen she says,
"Right relations should not only be extended taeoth
people but also includes our relationship to natufde
oppressed poor should also include plants and dima
fighting for life surrounded by diminished habitagw
climate conditions and pollution.” A radical ideé@s, but
when Jesus suggested living in peace and genevasiity
one another, he included ideas that seemed sttarie
contemporaries. In Jesus’ spirit, we must chglen
ourselves anew with the fresh meaning of his wéwdsur
time and include his creation and its creaturdsetésved
and to be cared for as we might a neighbor.

As we approach Lent, the time of repentance, with a
these concerns, it is a good time to reflect onitgs in
which we have failed to have right relations witlr o
families, our neighbors, the earth and its teerdingrsity
of life. The magnitude of such a goal-- whileKkoa at
this "plate" before us-- could be overwhelmingit ifrere
not for Jesus who was the greatest champion eeercfe
the impossible. Through Him, it might be possildeds to
let go of our fearfulness and see the world afieis
possibilities of relationships we had not considere
thought possible.

--Martha Newfield| |,

Thanks to all the volunteers and
gardeners for another great year of
=8 gardening in LCR’s community garden, a
project of the Earth Ministry team. This year
we added several beds to the garden layout
for a total of 21 beds. This total includes threed pantry
plots plus a children’s garden area.

Volunteers tilled, measured, mulched, planted and
weeded 3,008 square feet of earth. They createtbgaraths
using wood chips from trees on the church’s propebat
were slated for removal. Branches were kindly fethe
chipper by LCR’s own volunteer crew under the dimtof
Barb Laughlin.

During dry spells, our rain barrels were kept iyflnext-
door neighbor and fellow gardener, Karen Gibsonafn
compost bin was built and added by Pete Buswinkeekly
harvests were given a helping hand by LCR childf¢mose
hands were just the right size for plucking tingicly
tomatoes. Hands-on lessons were offered each Sunday
morning during the summer to introduce the kidkito
garden facts and emphasize our relationship tdiorea

All of our gardeners added flowers to attract bisiegf
insects. Nematodes were introduced to naturallybadm
disease. Trial and error with organic gardeninghoes
taught us patience and gave us an appreciatiomaf ivtakes
to get healthy produce to the table. Volunteers alenmed,
pulled weeds and made weekly trips to the foodrgathiring
harvest.

Three of our gardeners are extending the growiagse
by producing cold weather crops, such as broccabpage
and garlic. Many of us are growing winter rye gra§'e are
experimenting with a no-till method for next segssmthe
rye will be turned over by hand in the early spramgl a layer
of compost will be added to enrich the soil.

The cycle ofseed-plant-flower-food/segds well as the
cycle ofplant material-compost-soil-plant materiagver
ceases to thrill. The wisdom of God'’s creation bescus that
nothing is wasted or inconsequential; every liinigg has
its place and its purpose.

Quick FACTs FOR 2009
Number of plots: 21

(A total of 4 plots were dedicated to the localdgantry
at InterParish Ministry. Many individuals also skdr
their harvest with the food pantry as well.)

Number of gardeners 35
Number of volunteers (including gardeners!) 45

Estimated pounds of food delivered to food pantry700
Ibs. (Those tomatoes and melons were heavy! A food
scale is on our wish list.)

What we grew. Onions, carrots, radishes, lettuce, eggplant,
zucchini, several varieties of tomatoes, watermelon
cabbage, broccoli, potatoes, cucumber, squashepepp



Getting
Comfortable

with the Classics
A Benefit Concert for
First Lutheran

Sunday, March 7

3 p.m. to5p.m.
First Lutheran Church

1208 Race Street

ONLY $25 per ticket
$75 family* max

* Family = 2 parents and their children

Get comfortable listening to members of

*Cincinnati Symphony Brass section*
and the

*Cincinnati Chamber Orchestra*
playing some of their favorite music.

“Q & A” session and music introduction to

Wednesday Evenings

During Lent
February 24, March 3,10, 17, & 24

6 p.m.

(Fellowship Hall)
Watch for a sign-up sheet to provide soup on
Wednesdays during Lent

The Fellowship Committee will provide all table
settings, drinks and a sandwich or other side item.

make us more comfortable with classical musjr!

Let’s fill the place and raise needed
revenue for First Lutheran ministries!
Free drawing: “Ring the Tower Bell”

to start the concert
Hands-on viewing of musical
instruments by musicians after concert

Refreshments and Snacks

QUESTIONS AND ADVANCE TICKET
PURCHASE:

Call concert coordinators &13-891-1700

S Friday
3 February 12
T_j)\ [

January Euchre Night was a ton of fun!
Our big winners for the evening were Kurt Reiber
with a close second from Jonelle Wehrman.

The highlight of the night, as usual, was
Kay’s dip!!!

Pleas join us this month on Friddgbruary
12, p.m. for cards, fun, food, and fellowship.

We would love to have some new players!!!!

N

N




52 Club 52 Presents an

Old Fashioned
Lutheran

Pot-Luck Dinner
for Club 52 participants and
their families
Sunday, February 28
5:30to 7 p.m.

Bring your choice of: appetizer, hot covered dish
salad, or desse

No need to sign up! ?“‘,Ucl{

Just bring your dish.
Prepare to have fun!

®
S
>

Please keep John and his family in your
prayers. If you would like to write to John,
his address is:

John Kopras
#78002004
FCI Morgantown
P.O. Box 1000
Morgantown, WV 26507
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--Laura Sue & Dan Syvertse
3-in-1 Coordinatorg

December was a joyous, fun-filled time of the yiearour
youth. We had a “blast” with our friends down atBywag. We
were able to fit in several games of laser tag,esenacks and, best
of all, time hangin’ with a great group of friend§hanks to Jason
Leupen and Jeff Koehnke for playing with us. New,joined a
wonderful group of Christian singers (our own LOwic and
friends) as we spread some Christmas cheer throa e town.
We began at the beautiful New England Club withertban 60
members strong in song. We then dispersed thraugkaderson
Township to carol for some of our homebound memb&hat a
wonderful gift to give! We all have Diane SchwigElexander to
thank for organizing this festivity.

We hit the new year running. We had our largestigrever
attend the ELCA's regional retreat, Youth Quakée Kids had an
awesome time jamming to the music of Lynn Stonekind Captive
Free. We heard the faith stories of Wes Haluuar yOuth got a
glimpse of our larger Christian community. Buttbafsall, we
encountered God’s work through us and in us. Téamlall of you
in the congregation, we were able to contribute 280 to the
Compassion Cares Organization. This organizagts
communities to make a difference in the lives ofgrty-stricken
children around the world by providing much needwextlical care,
housing, and education so that they might livetéebéfe than the
generations before them. Hats off to Trish Litkéfor organizing
our contingency! A special thanks to Patti Westghd'racy
Koehnke, Ronnie Wazyniak, Pam Heaton, Sigha Kofiras
Litterski, and Ed Moran for chaperoning. We calttthese things
without you adults! Because this trip took plagst jdays after the
catastrophe in Haiti, our team is preparing to meakeparate
donation to the relief efforts there. Our teartridy living this
weekend’s theme : "Do, love, walk," taken from Mid&8.

Next up is the Annual Congregational Potato Suppebig
thanks to Julie Pahutski for taking on this praje&t the writing of
this article, we are in the process of creatinglactable evening to
benefit the Wernle Boys' Home. We're looking fordves some
piping hot potatoes with every topping imaginable!

Seventh graders, mark your calendars for a speardirmation
camp just for you. This event is a bit smallemtivauth Quake, but
just as much fun. There will be music, guest speglkand time to
chill with your fellow confirmands. Ask those tifzave gone
before you, this is a time to remember. So blagkilbe weekend of
February 19-21,0n your schedules. You won't be sorry.

Finally, we plan to take advantage of this cold theawith a
trip to Fountain Square for an evening on the ice.

See you there!

--Caroline Magnesen,
Secretary

In December, the Senior High Youth Group had
a movie night. They had sandwiches and holiday
treats for dinner. Then they watched a Christmas
movie. The event had a big turnout and everyone
had a good time. Thanks to the Woodworths for
hosting this fun fellowship event.

The youth group is starting to plan their
summer mission trip. This year we've chosen to
participate in Appalachian Service Project. ASR is
great organization that has repaired 14,000 homes
in Central Appalachia over the last 40 years. Eifte
youth group members plan to go on the mission
trip, which will be in late June. We are looking
forward to this spiritually rewarding experience!

UPCOMING EVENTS

Friday, February 5:
6:15 p.m.
Fellowship Event
Roller Skating at

Castle Skateland

Saturday & Sunday,
February 6 & 7
“Souper Bowl of

Caring”

Noisy Offering and
Food collection to help
Inter Parish Ministry’s

Food Pantry.

Weekend ofFebruary 26-28: fz}
Learning Event -l A
Construction Zone Retreat - [
Watch for a planning meeting % _,;
to be scheduled in Februar)do.love..wa Ik.

for everyone attending. ';v«j‘
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