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OUR
VISION
STATEMENT

To become a vibrant,
benevolent congregation tha
serves God'’s creation both
locally and globally.
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A congregation that offers
meaningful and inspirational
ministries and worship for all
ages that honor and praise
God while maintaining the
feel of an intimate family in
Christ.

Also, a congregation tha
provides opportunities for al
to be involved in ministries
and programs that foster thg
development of gifts in all
people needed to sustain ar{d
expand God’s mission.
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-- Carrie Vollbracht

The 2009 World Hunger Appeal is winding down, ari@R_has once again shown
to be a generous and giving congregation. WE HAMWEEEDED OUR GOAL OF
$13,000 (a baker's dozen, wink wink)!!!! To dateCR has raise13,159.11. There's
still time to contribute to the 2009 appeal, if iwaven't done so already. A BIG thank
you to everyone who donated to the silent auctiomas once again a huge success,
bringing in a total of $5,259 for world hunger. Tivead sale netted $372, and the
children raised $324.54 in change for Pennies éarcB. Our matching funds from
Thrivent totaled $700.00. Thank you again to thirecongregation for your
generosity and support. Every single penny coufisty baker who baked for the
bread sale, everyone who gave or received fromadlcdon, our talented artists who
sang and performed a play for the congregatiormyanwember who collected change
from around the house to donate or wrote checls théir offering -- EVERYONE
played a part in helping end world hunger. Thank from the 2009 World Hunger
Committee, and God Bless!

Current breakdown of world hunger donations:

Checks sent to ELCA for donations 1/1 through 9/30 $1783.20
Check sent to Thrivent for Kids Hunger project2i/ 500.00
Checks sent to Thrivent for matching funds (IPMYSE 1400.00
Matching funds from Thrivent: 700.00
IPM projects (CROP Walk/Chapin Concert): 920.00 *
Current account balance available to send to ELCA: 7855.91
TOTAL: $13,159.11

* This money was paid directly to IPM

“DID YOU KNOW?”

2010 Domestic Hunger Grants Awarded to 17 Ministrie in Our Synod

Seventeen ministries were chosen to receive Domidsitiger Grants from the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. The gramesawarded for 2010.

Those receiving grants are: Community Kitchen, @ddus; Faith Mission, Inc.,
Columbus; First English Lutheran Church, Columbitisst Lutheran Church,
Portsmouth; God's Neighborhood Escape for TeenshY@anter Ministry, Pomeroy;
Interfaith Hospitality Network of Springfield; LogaCounty Homeless Shelter,
Bellefontaine; Lutheran Community Services, Beligfone; MAP Furniture Bank,
Columbus; Meigs Cooperative Parish, Pomeroy; Mide®tood Bank, Columbus;
Ministry for Community, London; Over-the-Rhine Comnity Housing; Cincinnati,
Roselawn Evangelical Lutheran Church, CincinnatiPaul Lutheran Church, Ironton;
St. Peter's Evangelical Lutheran Church, Columidesterville Area Resource
Ministry, Westerville.

A total of $46,590 was awarded to ministries in $mthern Ohio Synod.
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“I thank my God every time | remember you, constanly praying for all of you,
because of your sharing in the gospel from the fitglay until now. | am confident of this,

that the one who began a good work among you willrfimg it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.”

Philippians 1:3-6

Well, maybe my gratitude for you is not quite laky
what St. Paul felt about his beloved congregation i
Philippi (praying constantly!), but as | begin niyrteenth
year as your pastor, | am thankful for all of yoddor the
ministry that we share together. | am particulgnatified
by how we have glorified God in 2009. Among my Inos
significant thanksgivings are the following:

1) Faithfulness to our worship life: In 2009, our worship
attendance was the highest that it has ever bee in
life of our congregation, 9% higher than 2008. fdha
you Rich Weyhrich and the Worship and Music
Committee, Michelle Meinhart, John Snowden, Diane
Hill, adult and children’s choirs, Joyful Noise BAn
members, and all who participate in some capaaity t
lead worship each weekend, for making our worship
life vibrant and God glorifying.

2) Our response to the ELCA human sexuality
decisions: It has been evident all along that as a
congregation we are not in agreement about the
theology and biblical interpretation surrounding th
human sexuality decisions. Regrettably, we hastdo
few families because of the decisions and someiof o
members have decided not to sign the Covenant as
matter of conscience. However, overwhelmingly, we
have decided to respect and attempt to understid ¢
other while we continue to focus on the missioowf
Lord and the ministry of our church. You have baen
witness that your love for Christ and for each oike
stronger than matters that could divide us! Outigan
and divisive world needs this witness of unity amid
diversity (and your pastor is humbled by it).

3) Your benevolence:The economic recession grinds or
and has had a detrimental financial affect on atmos
every one of our families. However, Christianséav
history finding hope and working resurrection ofit o
adversity. As you will read in more detail in tleport
from our Treasurer in this issue of Ramblings, your
giving met budget in 2009 and our congregational
expenses were a bit less than budget, so we hadla s
surplus for the year. Total giving in 2009 excekde
2008 by $36,000! Thank you Stewardship Committe
for your fine work of encouraging us to year-round
generosity of all of God'’s gifts. Thank you to Ber
Owen, Bethanne Rammel, Doug McLaren and Cindy
Miller for managing and reporting our finances.

The goal for our World Hunger Appeal was $13,000
2009 and once again, we exceeded our goal. We
continue to be a leader, among more than ten thadusa
ELCA congregations, in hunger ministry. Thank you
for your generosity and compassion to confronting
hunger. Thank you to Carrie Vollbracht, Charlotte
Kreinbring, and our Hunger Task Force for your
dedicated efforts on behalf of the world’s hungry
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people.

In 2009, we established tB#nergency Congregational
Needs Fundo assist members of our congregation who
are struggling to pay their bills during this resies.

Your giving to the Fund was $9,000. Every timet tha
notified you that we needed money for the Fund, you
contributed generously and rapidly. Thank you to
every family that was able to contribute to asgostr

LCR family members in their time of need!

4) Our teenagers: It was an honor and joy to chaperone

nineteen of our Senior High youth members to the
ELCA National Youth Gathering in New Orleans.
They were model Christians in every respect. Thank
you for affording them the opportunity to develbgit
faith. Be comforted in knowing that the faith idrigp
passed on to the next generation of leaders in the
Church.

5) Twenty-two families that joined our family in 2009:

Last Sunday, on the way out of church, one of those
members said, “Pastor, the best thing that happiened
me in 2009 was becoming a member of Lutheran
Church of the Resurrection!” Thank you to Kris Il
and our Inviting and Welcoming Committee for
making hospitality one of our core convictions miy
sound corny, repetitious and old at the end of edich
our liturgies, but in any case, thanks for “brirgen
friend” and please continue to do so. The worleldse
the Gospel!

6) More than seventy members who participated in
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Christmas caroling: It has always mystified me
that we could never muster together more than ten
members to go Christmas caroling. We have trigd an
number of alternatives over the years but neverahad
good response. This year we had over seventy
members participate in caroling and it was absblute
joyful for those we visited and for those who m#de
visits. This was one of the highlights of my Chmas
season this year. Thank you Maureen Dewing for you
persistence!

Watching you walk along side Cindy through three
years of illness: My words will never be able to
sufficiently thank you for the care that you have
provided to Cindy and me as she faced knee
reconstruction and breast cancer. | don’t know @v
would have done it without your support. Thank you
Jill Guenther, the Caring Ministry Team, and eath o
you who individually helped us in countless ways.
Cindy is a survivor and she is ready to start 2010 a
sense of optimism and thankfulness for the gift of
healing.

| thank God for you and for our ministry!

God bless you with peace and good health
in the New Year,

PASTORZORN



CRHP ... Christ Renews His Parish. In
today’s world of catchy marketing, this
headline doesn’t exactly grab your attention...
but maybe it should. The reason, as dozens of
men in our congregation will tell you, is that the
emphasis is on the second word, “Christ
-- Rich Weyhrich, Chair RENEWS His Parish” and who couldn’t use a

Worship & Music little recharging?
Now | know that spending part of a

The liturgies and/or services for January will be: cherished weekend at a church retreat isn’t
January 2/3: Epiphany of Our Lord, WOV liturgy exactly water cooler talk Monday mornings, but
9/10: Baptism of Our Lord, Haas liturgy. give it a chance! Because from the demoralized
16/17: Epiphany 2, LBW I liturgy to the comfortable, | have seen the CRHP
23/14: Epiphany 3, NTF liturgy weekends change many men'’s lives. | have
30/31: Epiphany 4, Ylvisaker liturgy personally witnessed the transformation that
takes place as men from our congregation pray,
Epiphany means “manifestation”. On this day we loete the play, laugh, and cry together (yes real men do

revelation of Christ to the Gentiles, that is tbrations. The word and cry). Renewal happens-- renewal of faith,
the sacraments are for us the great epiphany oc@oace and mercy. renewal of friendships, and most importantly,

We go forth to witness to the light that shineghbiily in our midst. renewal of spirits. So if you would like to go
to work Monday, February 1 with a renewed
Volunteers Welcome: outlook, the CRHP weekend may be just the

thing for you. Watch for more information and
your personal invitation. As many LCR men
before, you may just find it a life-changing

OurAdult Choir continues to practice on Wednesdays at 7:30
p.m. All new voices are welcome, especially malees. If
interested, please contact Michelle Meinhart.

experience.
TheChildren’s Choir practice is on Thursday beginning at 7 This is not a regular event. The Men’s
p.m.. If interested, please contact Diane Hill. C.R.H.P. weekend may not happen again for a
The Worship Committee continues to welcome volergéor the couple Of- years. For more mformlatlon, contact
Joyful Noise Band an8ound Technicians Please contact John Jeff Higgins or Pastor Zorm. Men's CRHP #14
. will take placeJanuary 30 & 31, at the Moye
Snowden and Rick Carter. Spiritual Life Center in Crestview, KY.

CARE GIVING AND COMMUNICATION

A special educational opportunity for the LCR congegation.

Join us for a speciéll CARE” educational event Tuesday eveniniguary 26 and February 2, 9 & 16from
7:00 — 8:30 p.m. Ted Jancha and Denny Heywoodedltl this special workshop series. These four @essiill provide
an opportunity to enhance your self-awareness, gersonal mission, and communication/support skills

Do you feel supported, listened to, heard, and tstded? Do you know why some conversations are aad\others
unnerving? Why do we feel listened to or misunaerdt affirmed or belittled, empowered or diminisheédur first two
sessions will deal with these topics.

The next two sessions will deal with the practagaplication of these communication skills. Discaasiwill center on
care giving and being a support to LCR membersodiner's; the practical aspects of communicatingc®isr why you feel
stress at work, with family, aging loved ones,dlis, death, and grief. Our last session will inelidormation about hospice
and palliative care with a guest speaker from Cozsts Hospice.

Please join us for this special four-week prograuth @nhance your skills and knowledge to bettereshiaur faith
through love in action.




Dear Fellow Members of LCR,

| hope and pray that your Christmas was blessed and
spirit-filled as you celebrated the birth of ourrland
Savior, Jesus Christ. Hopefully, this past Advemd
Christmas season enabled you to develop a cloger an
deeper relationship with God. | found the devation
booklet written by members of our LCR family to be
extremely helpful. 1trust you felt those messagedse
beneficial, also. | would like to thank all whontabuted.
The thoughts expressed within the pages of thattdmal
booklet were inspirational and allowed us time coger
the wonderment of God!

| thoroughly enjoyed watching the children’s Chriss
program on Sunday, December 6. The message of Jesy
birth was beautifully proclaimed by our youth. owd like
to thank all the children and their parents foitladlir hard
work and preparation. A special, “Thank you!” J@ssica
Farmer and Michelle Meinhart for leadership and icals
accompaniment. Great job girls!

| would also like to take this opportunity to thathie
members of our LCR family whose terms of leadership
expired last year. These brothers and sister$iisCare
Dan Guenther, Ann Hess, Dan Kessler, Jeff Higdtasn
Park, Perry Owen, Lee Ann Barkman, Glenn Prassas A

Altenau, Chuck Stafford, Matt Meyer, Jenny Peragi@n
McKenzie, and Ken Smith. Please take time to
acknowledge and thank these men and women for their
dedicated service to God and LCR. My fervent prag/e
that God will lead them into new areas of servicd a
leadership in 2010.

At the same time, please join me in welcoming newly
elected council and committee members for 201@idDa
Mengel (vice-president); Mark Burchett (treasur&aiti
Westendorf (secretary); Alicia Gates and Jeff LOtgdit
Committee); Dave Alexander and Peggy Magnesen
(Endowment Committee); Jason Leupen and Dan Syvrerts
(Long Range Planning Committee); Steve Ahrenholz
(Stewardship), and Steve Crawford and Diana Martel
(Nominating Committee). | pray God’s blessingsmpach
of these individuals as they willingly assume the#&dership
roles in 2010.

| ask that each of you pray for God'’s guidance and
wisdom in this new year so that you might discesw IGGod
wants to use you to do His work with your handthim
coming months.

Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, blessly
in this year of our Lord 2010 and always. Go iageand
serve the Lord!

THOSE SERVING oN CHURCH COUNCIL N 2010

Phil Hudak
David Mengel
Patti Westendorf

President of the Congregation:
Vice-President:
Secretary of the Congregation:

Treasurer: Mark Burchett
Financial Secretary: Cindy Miller
Accountant: Bethanne Rammel

Building & Grounds:

Caring Ministry:
Endowment Fund:

Barb Laughlin, Exterior
Steve Crawford, Interior
Jill Guenther
Peggy Magnesen
David Alexander

Fellowship: Shelly Higgins
Kim Wegmeyer
Finance & Budget: Zach Maus
Inviting/Welcoming: Kris Miller
Long Range Planning:  Randy Gardner
Outreach:
Parish Education: Matt Wehrman
Pastoral Liaison: Greg Park
Stewardship: Steve Ahrenholz
Worship & Music: Rich Weyhrich
Youth Ministry:




-- Mark Wegmeyer

Some time back, | wrote an article about our fresh
water supply, using an analogy of all the worldster
fitting into a one gallon bucket. Well, today l'té to
revisit that bucket and this time focus on thegmagt. I'm
talking, of course, about the oceans. As statedyirearlier
article, the oceans account for 97 percent ohalltater on
earth and cover 71 percent of our planet’s surface.

The oceans are quite obviously immense and almost
seemingly endless. They hide from view the world’s
longest mountain range, covering the highest paalls
filling the deepest valleys. In Genesis 1:20 wealr&and
God said, ‘Let the waters abound with an abundasfce
living creatures.” Abound indeed, 99 percent of our
planets biosphere is contained in the oceans, and a
estimated 80 percent of all living things resideréh When
we look at the ocean, we don’t wonder what it labklke
100 or a million years ago, as we do with the ldhgeems
eternal, never changing, infinite.

The concept of vastness and immensity can instill a
sense of wonder and awe in us; however, thersdsal
danger. The danger lies in belief that the ocealy is
“endless,” that it serves as an inexhaustible ngrgiround
for food, a bottomless garbage can for our waste za
perpetual non-clogging filter for our toxins. Rict&Ellis,
in his bookEmpty Oceanchronicles the stark reality of oun
emptying of the oceans. Tuna, swordfish, cod, stark
salmon-- all the major fisheries in the world-- arelecline
due to overfishing, with population drops of as mas 90
percent. Many of these species may never recover.

So as technology allows the world’s fishing fletets
fish deeper and deeper in more and more exotiddsta
satisfy our insatiable demands, it also producesrand
more waste in our ever burgeoning “disposable $ptie
Much of that waste ends up in the ocean, whether by
accident or intentionally being put there. In faach year
we dump three times more trash into our oceansttien

What better way to remember a loved one or horspreaial
person then to give a donation to LCR’s Memoriatdku
Monies from donations are used to purchase
permanent gifts for LCR.
Please take time to look through our permanent
Memorial Book
on display in the Narthex.
Committee members include: Dave Downs, Phylis$, Hal
Manny & Peggy Nordone, and Brenda Webb

weight of fish we take out. The majority of thagh is in
the form of plastic, which now accounts for 80 ertcof
ocean debris. In the North Pacific, there is novesea
twice the size of Texas known as the “garbage paticat
contains an estimated three million tons of plassix
times the concentration of plankton. And if thattst bad
enough, don't forget the million or so birds andhtireds of
thousands of marine mammals, turtles and fishdiga¢ach
year from entanglement or ingestion of plastic.

And remember that “non-point” pollution | talked
about in my earlier article? Guess where that ep®s
More oil leaked from automobiles ends up in theaoce
each year than all the oil spilled by the Exxondéal.
Pesticides, PCB’s, dioxins, and heavy metals deaalied
into the oceans and absorbed by plankton, which are
ingested by herbivores, which in turn are eatefatyer
carnivores, which are in turn eaten by us. Remeraler
those warnings about tuna and mercury? Yes, westhde
are what we eat.

So what's the answer? Well, quite simply, we have t
choices. One, we could greatly reduce the human
population; or two, we can reduce our ecologicatgant
to a sustainable size. That is, consume and pdéege Of
course, the irony is that if we fail to do the setowe will
by default achieve the first, due to the collapseur
ecosystem.

As we read in Genesis, "God created the oceanaland
that is in them", and he calls us to be stewardbaxde
resources. So next time you visit or think aboetdhean,
remember that although God’s love for us and restmon
is limitless and eternal, the oceans are not.

“The sea, the great unifier, is man’s only hopewNzs
never before, the old phrase has a literal meaning:
We are all in the same boat.”

--Jacques Cousteau
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Getting
Comfortable

with the Classics
A Benefit Concert for
First Lutheran

Sunday, March 7

3 p.m. to5p.m.
First Lutheran Church

1208 Race Street

ONLY $25 per ticket
$75 family* max

* Family = 2 parents and their children

Get comfortable listening to members of

*Cincinnati Symphony Brass section*
and the

Cincinnati Chamber Orchestra*
playing some of their favorite music.

“Q & A” session and music introduction to
make us more comfortable with classical mus

Let’s fill the place and raise needed
revenue for First Lutheran ministries!
Free drawing: “Ring the Tower Bell”

to start the concert
Hands-on viewing of musical
instruments by musicians after concert

Refreshments and Snacks

QUESTIONS AND ADVANCE TICKET
PURCHASE:

Call concert coordinators &13-891-1700

iCc!

Dear friends at LCR:

Thank you so much for your wonderful
donations to First Lutheran’s Christmas Day
Outreach.

Over 300 breakfast meals were served, and
over 600 Christmas gifts were given out.
(Recipients received both a clothing item — hat,
scarf, socks or gloves — AND a personal care
bag.)

Your gifts helped make Christmas Day more
special for our friends in Over-the-Rhine.

In total, LCR gave:
123 pairs of socks
50 t-shirts
50 pairs of underwear
4 pair of long underwear
200 personal care items
several hats and gloves
12 Snuggly blankets
2 pair of brand new work boots
18 warm sweatshirts/warm shirts

several bags of clothing for the clothing
distribution room

Bless you for your ongoing support of our
congregation and its ministries!

First Lutheran Church
Over-the-Rhine Cincinnati
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Dear Family at LCR,

Thank you for sharing a blessed Christmas seastnusi We
appreciate your expressions of kindness and loteaifinancial gift as well
as all of the cards, baked goods, hugs and g#itsvik received. It is our
joy to serve you in ministry!

Love in Christ,

The Staff members of Lutheran Church of the Restion

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

On behalf of Trinity Lutheran and our feed yourgidior program, |
want to express my heart-felt gratitude for the Inyea provided on
November 19. because of your kindness we weretaliéeed 101 people!
It was such a blessing to share in ministry with,yand | appreciate all the
hard work and time your volunteers provided.

Since we started the program on September 2, 2098ave served
1,013 meals! This ministry to the people of MtaHky would not be
possible without the help of people like you. Tkgou again for all you
did. May God continue to bless you and the mirmstof LCR.

In Christ,

Pastor Todd Cutter

Thank you so much for your generous donation tof@od pantry!
This will help us to provide food for more familidgrough the upcoming
holidays. We appreciate your support of our migist

God Bless,

The SEM Food Pantry Staff

Dear LCR Family,

Thank you so much. Words can’t even begin to esgphew grateful
we are for the gift card, flowers, cookies, e-maikrds, letters, and prayer
John also thanks you for when his name is callgmhgumail call with mail
from you. Thank you so much. We are so blesséave each and
everyone of you in our lives. We gain strength eadrage through your
constant prayers, love and our trust in our Father.

Love and Blessings,
Signa Kopras and family

To my friends & family at LCR:

Best wishes for a happy and joyous
holiday season!

| wanted to write a short note to let all
of you know that all is well here in
Morgantown. Of course, the physical
separation from friends and loved ones is
difficult, but has been eased by all of the
thoughtful cards and letters sent by you to
both me and my family.

Thank you—sincerely—for all of your
thoughts and prayers during this
challenging time.

God has placed me here for a reason,
and has surrounded me with people and
circumstances that | would not otherwise
have had the opportunity to experience. |
look at this time as a blessing from Him. A
time for me to heal, learn, and grow with
Him. A journey.

I look forward to the day when | can
physically join all of you again. Until that
day, | hold all of you, my LCR family, in
daily prayer.

But for the Grace of God go I!

God Bless!

John Kopras

If you would like to write to John his
address is:
John Kopras
#78002004
FCI Morgantown
P.O. Box 1000
Morgantown, WV 26507

SPECIAL THANK YOU:

Christmas program.
WITH SYMPATHY:

Thanks — Jessica Farmer and all the parents wipedhéb organize our Children’s

Sympathies to Mary Ward on the death of her father,Allen.



Our Catechism classes will be visiting
the Ronald McDonald House as one of our
learning/serving events for the year. They
will also be delivering “Take Away Bags”
for the residents there.

These special bags are for the residents
take with them at the hospital for breakfast
and snacks.

ATTENTION students and parents:

Please make note that we will meet at
LCR at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesdagnuary 20,
for this fieldtrip. We will return by 8:30 p.m.
Parent drivers are needed. Please contact
Diane Schwiger-Alexander if you are able tQ
help drive.

--Caroline Magnesen,
Secretary

In December, the Senior High Youth Group had aisemvent at
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. The group serwvegkdto 30 people.
They served sloppy joe sandwiches, mac and chieiechips, and
cookies.

The youth group also had a fellowship event in Damer. The
Woodworths held movie night at their house. Theskite sub
sandwiches and watched Christmas movies.

The youth group would like to thank the congregafiar buying
candy and nuts from our fundraiser. The sale rdiseds for our
summer trip. Thanks so much for your support!

UPCOMING EVENTS

SaturdayJanuary 16: Fellowship Event
Rock climbing at Rock Quest

SaturdayDecember 18 Fellowship Event
Roller Skating at Castle Skateland

If you would like to help the Catechism
classes with a donation of non-perishable,
pre-packaged food items, please sign-up onj
the sheet posted in the Narthex and return
your donations to the collection bin by

SundayJanuary 17.

DEADLINE FOR
EWSLETTER ARTICLES u
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