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OUR 
VISION 

STATEMENT  
To become a vibrant, 

benevolent congregation that 
serves God’s creation both 
locally and globally.   

A congregation that offers 
meaningful and inspirational 
ministries and worship for all 
ages that honor and praise 
God while maintaining the 
feel of an intimate family in 
Christ.   

Also, a congregation that 
provides opportunities for all 
to be involved in ministries 
and programs that foster the 
development of gifts in all 
people needed to sustain and 
expand God’s mission. 
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“ For we are God’s workmanship,  
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 

which God prepared in advance  
for us to do.”   

Ephesians 2:10 NIV 

-- Diane Schwiger-Alexander, AIM 

WHERE SHALL  I  SERVE? 
This question or rather the answer to this question is what we reflect upon during 

Advent at Lutheran Church of the Resurrection. This year will be no different. During 
Advent we will be asked to renew our covenant membership and renew our offering of 
our gifts to ministry and service.  

This year there will be a few new questions to reflect upon that will help us know 
where we are being called to serve. Other questions will also ask us to tell a little more 
about ourselves. This is an “ inner-view” .  What are our interests, motivations, abilities, 
passions, skills and availability? How will you connect to ministry in 2010? Or do you 
need to be connected to care in 2010?  

WHERE SHALL  I  SERVE? 
What is your  Motivation? 

·  An Unrealized Dream:  Something we have always wanted to do but never        
got around to it. 

·  A Sense of Burden:  Is there a need in this world or a particular venue that 
weighs you down -- that burdens your heart? 

·  A Sense of Joy:  Where do you serve that you feel a sense of contentment or  
you think, “ I was made for this!” . 

·  Tear ing Up:  What causes you to get emotional? 
·  Anger :  What causes you to get angry? This is a God-rightness sense of anger --

not a self-righteous anger which is sin. It is understanding God’s rightness for a 
situation so well that the lack thereof causes you to get angry. 

·  In the Zone:  Where do you serve that you sense you are in the “zone”? 
·  Sweet Spot:  What is your sweet spot? 
·  People Group:  Are you drawn to a particular people group? 
·  Causes: Are you drawn to a particular cause? 
·  Function or  Role:  Do you find yourself enjoying a particular task or function? 

Examples include organizer, reconciler, and instructor. 
·  Last Thing on Your  Plate:  If you had to give up everything that you do, what 

would be the very last thing that you would let go of? 

 What are your  Spir itual Gifts? 
·  Divine abilities. 
·  Distributed by the Holy Spirit to every believer. 
·  According to God’s grace and design. 
·  For the common good. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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“ For  to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on 

his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor ,  
Mighty God, Ever lasting Father , Pr ince of Peace.”    

Isaiah 9:6, Old Testament  
reading for Christmas Eve 

Old Testament Israel was well-acquainted with 
warfare.  From the brutal conquest of the Promised Land,  
to defending the land, to creation of a monarchy, to the 
divided kingdoms, to the destruction of Israel by Assyria 
and Judah by Babylon, to a rash of brutal and faithless 
kings; it is all laid bare by the historians of the Old 
Testament scriptures.  At some point, the human spirit 
becomes weary of conflict, bloodshed and war!  Wisdom 
says that there must be a better way.  Enter the prophets!  
Old Testament scholar, Walter Brueggemann, notes that the 
Old Testament prophets were poets imagining another 
world and a different story.  One way of describing that 
“other world”  is the Kingdom of God. 

In the Christmas Eve Old Testament reading, we hear 
those familiar words of Isaiah giving vision and 
imagination to an alternative kind of leader; not one like the 
faithless, ruthless, greedy kings of Israel and Judah, but one 
who would lead the people with wisdom and justice, 
seeking peace for all people.  This vision must have been 
welcomed, even if seemingly beyond grasp, for the nation 
of Judah in Babylonian exile. 

We read this Scripture on Christmas Eve, not because 
Isaiah had Jesus in mind (he wrote this some six centuries 
before Jesus’  birth), but because we believe that Jesus 
fulfilled and fulfills this imagination.  There are many 
among us today who are weary of war!  Wisdom and our 
faith tell us that there must be a better way!  We look to 
Jesus, the Prince of Peace, and hope in His reign. 

On Christ the King Sunday (our Companion Synod 
worship service in celebration of our sister-church 
relationship with the Mecklenburg Synod in the former 
East Germany), I told the story of the history of the decade 
of the 1980’s leading up to the fall of the Berlin Wall on 
November 9, 1989.  While we may attribute that miracle to 
the efforts of President Regan (“Mr. Gorbachev, tear down 
this wall!” ), our German brothers and sisters are steadfast 
in giving witness to the fact that the Wall came down as the 
result of years of prayer, study of the Sermon on the Mount 
(Matthew 5-7), lighting candles, and the consistent call to 
non-violence.  Researching this sermon gave me great 
comfort and hope in the power of the Holy Spirit of Christ, 
the “Prince of Peace.”   It also called me to wonder if there 
is something that we can learn from the “Peaceful  

Revolution”  exercised by the German faithful. 
Fast forward from 1989 to today.  As I write this 

article, President Obama is deliberately taking account of 
the situation in Afghanistan.  For some, he is not making a 
decision quickly enough.  Others appreciate his care in the 
gravity of this decision.  Eight years have passed since this 
war began and we wonder what progress we have made.  
War is wearisome!  I wonder if it is time for some 
prophetic imagination? 

Did you notice that in our world hunger appeal this 
year we have asked the children to collect pennies for a 
ministry called Pennies for Peace.  This is a program of the 
Central Asia Institute founded by Greg Mortensen (a 
Lutheran lay person and author of the best seller, Three 
Cups of Tea).  Since 1996, Greg Mortensen’s organizations 
have built nearly one hundred schools in Afghanistan and 
Pakistan which serve more than 28,000 students, over 
14,000 of whom are girls!  His motto is, “With three cups 
of tea … the first cup you’ re a stranger, second cup a 
friend, and the third cup you become family.  That doesn’ t 
mean you just go around drinking tea, having peace in the 
world.  But what it means is that first we have to build 
relationships and get to know each other.”  

Why has Greg Mortensen been able to accomplish 
something that has been beyond the reach of our military?  
The answer is complex, I am sure, but might it have 
something to do with “prophetic imagination”?  Does this 
offer us any insight into what Jesus meant when he said, 
“Love your enemy”?  What might happen if we took Jesus, 
literally, at His Word? 

I am praying for our President to have some prophetic 
imagination in these days of decision making regarding an 
Afghanistan strategy and I invite you to join me in that 
prayer.  I lament the suffering, violence, death, and waste 
of precious resources that mark this war.  It seems to me 
that the voice of the faith community might counsel that 
our nation’s discussion has been far too narrow and not 
nearly creative enough.  Massive humanitarian assistance 
and sustainable development can rebuild a broken nation, 
inspire confidence, trust and hope among its people and 
undermine the appeal of terrorism.  And it costs less than 
continued war. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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and Refresher Class for 
Existing Members 

 Lutheranism 101 
    --Pastor Zorn 

I will be leading Lutheranism 101 on 
Monday evenings from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
beginning January 4 and ending on March 8.   

The classes cover topics including: the 
Bible, Church and Lutheran history, Lutheran 
doctrine, Lutheran worship and the church 
year, and the history of Lutheran Church of the 
Resurrection.   

Baby sitting will be provided if needed.   
New and current members are encouraged 

to join the classes.  They are an excellent 
refresher and an opportunity to meet new 
Christians.   

If you are interested in joining the classes 
please notify the church office so that material 
can be procured for you. 
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The 3rd Annual Bethlehem Prayer Service 
will take place Saturday, December  19, beginning 
at 10 a.m. Eastern time (5 p.m. Bethlehem time).  

This joint simulcast service will bring together 
worshipers at the National Cathedral in 
Washington, D.C., with those at the Christmas 
Lutheran Church in Bethlehem, Palestine.  

The service will be broadcast live at 
ttp://www.nationalcathedral.org. Plan now to join 
in person or from wherever you are on the globe.  

Go to http://www.brightstarsbethlehem.org, 
for more information and updates,  
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-- Rich Weyhrich, Chair 

Worship & Music  

The liturgies and/or services for December will be: 
 December  5/6: Advent 2, WOV liturgy 
 12/13: Advent 3, Haas liturgy.    
 19/20: Advent 4, LBW II liturgy 
 24: Chr istmas Eve 
   5 p.m. Family Worship Service 
   7 p.m. Early Candlelight Worship Service 
                                     11 p.m. Late Candlelight Worship Service 
 25: Chr istmas Day 
   11 a.m. Worship Service 
      27: St. John, Apostle & Evangelist, NTF liturgy 
  NOTE:  Only ONE worship service at 
                                                   10 a.m. with Lessons and Carols for 
                Christmas blended music 

Advent is the celebration of Christ’s “coming,”  and Christ is the 
kind of savior who keeps faithfully appearing and reappearing in spite 
of our faithlessness. This is a season of what is yet to come. 

Christmas finally arrives in all of its blessed promise. Please join 
with your fellow members of LCR to celebrate this blessed season. 

VOLUNTEERS WELCOMED: 
 Our Adult Choir  practice continues on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.   

All new voices are welcome, especially male voices.  If interested, 
please contact Michelle Meinhart.  

 The Children’s Choir  practice is on Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. If 
interested, please contact Diane Hill. 

 The Worship Committee continues to welcome volunteers for the 
Joyful Noise Band and sound technicians. Please contact John 
Snowden or Rick Carter. 
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PROPHETIC IMAGINATION:   
Continued from page 2 

Can we learn something from Greg Mortensen?  Can 
we learn something from the “Peaceful Revolution”  that led 
up to November 9, 1989 in East Germany?  Can we learn 
something from the prophets who imagined swords turned 
into plowshares, a day when every person would sit under 
their own vine and fig tree and no person would live in 
fear?  Call me naïve, call me simplistic, or call me idealistic 
… I offer you a fallen Wall, schools in Afghanistan, and a 
Christmas Eve vision of the Prince of Peace (fulfilled in 
cross and empty tomb) as my reasons for hope! 

Peace in Afghanistan … God, I’ ll take that under my 
Christmas tree! 

    Peace, 
     PASTOR 
 

SPIRITUAL  GIVING: 
Continued from the front cover 

As we journey through the Advent season let’s 
encourage one another to spend time in reflection and 
prayer.  Inner-view yourself and ask God to guide you 
through the Holy Spirit who has gifted each of us uniquely 
for service with the body of Christ throughout the world. 
Inner-view yourself and ask God to guide you as you 
explore your motivations, reflect upon your spiritual gifts, 
your availability to serve and/or your need to be connected 
to care.  

The Spiritual Gifts book and Covenant Form will be 
in your mailboxes and available on the website by 
December  5. Take time to read through the ministry 
descriptions and to complete the Covenant Form during 
Advent. You may return your form to the basket at the 
altar or complete the on-line form and return it 
electronically. No matter which medium you choose, 
please know that you are offering your gifts to the 
ministry of God through the daily work of Lutheran 
Church of the Resurrection for the sake of the world.  

 
GOD’S WORK . OUR HANDS. 

We are the living body of Christ in this world.  
Created and Called to serve our neighbor.  

Where shall you serve? 

     As we enter the holiday season, Cindy and I extend 
best wishes for a most joyous Advent and Christmas to all 
of the families of our church.  Once again, our Christmas 
gift to LCR is subscriptions to Sojourners magazine.  Take 
time to remove the magazine from the information rack in 
the Narthex, read it and return it for others to read.  
Sometimes the magazine gets a bit off base with political 
slantedness, but I have found that on most contemporary 
matters that connect the church and the world, Sojourners 
is faithful and a “voice in the wilderness”  helping us to 
prepare the way of the Lord! 
   With thankful hearts, 
      Pastor Zorn and Cindy 

 Dear Members of Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, 
 Thank you so much for your expression of 

kindness during Pastor Appreciation Month.  Your cards, 
notes, gifts, and thanksgivings mean much to us.  It is truly 
our joy to be your partners in ministry as we carry out our 
Lord’s work through proclaiming the Gospel through the 
mission of our church.  We thank God for your 
faithfulness and the generosity with which you offer your 
tangible and spiritual gifts to Christ by your compassion 
for those who hunger for His love and His Word. 

Love in Christ, 
 Pastor Zorn,  
      Pastor Berner,  
           Pastor Streng, and  
           Diane Schwiger-Alexander,  
                              Associate in Ministry 



Dear Fellow Members of LCR, 
We are truly blessed with an abundance of talented and 

spirit-filled members within this LCR family of ours!  I 
thank God that so many of you are willing to share your 
time and talents with, not only your LCR family, but also 
with your neighbors, community, country, and, to some 
extent, the world.  Just take a quick look through the yellow 
bulletin insert and you will be amazed at all the activities 
and ministries in which LCR is involved!  God bless all of 
you as you continue to minister and be a blessing to others. 

Speaking of talented and gifted individuals, weren’ t 
those quilts which adorned our sanctuary back in 
September beautiful?  I bought a few extra tickets for the 
raffle in the hopes of obtaining one.  Unfortunately, my 
luck wasn’ t as good as Alyson’s.  Congratulations, Alyson.  
I hope you are enjoying the quilt.  What a wonderful 
ministry the Stitch’n Stuff ladies provide with these 
beautiful quilts. 

Talent also abounds in the culinary skills of many of 
our members at LCR.  It seemed that we were eating quite 
well for three Sundays in a row.  The Pig Roast, The New 
Member Reception Brunch, and the breakfast prior to the 
Congregational Meeting fell on consecutive Sundays .  I 
want to thank all those involved in helping to make these 
events a huge success, but a special thanks goes out to all 
the wonderful women on the Fellowship Committee.  As 
always, GREAT  JOB, ladies! 

As I mention the sumptuous meals we have enjoyed in 
the past few weeks, it brings to my mind all those less 
fortunate.  Praise God that many of you feel the same way.  
All the events sponsored by LCR during the World Hunger  
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Appeal in the month of November are testament to that!  I 
hope and pray that all of us will give generously to support 
these worthy causes to eradicate hunger. 

And wasn’ t our abundant musical talent quite apparent 
during the All Saints’  Day service on November1?  The 
Adult Choir, Resurrection Ringers, and the Joyful Noise 
Band worked together beautifully to create spirit-filled 
harmonies which added greatly to a wonderful service.  
Many thanks to all three groups for their hard work and 
ability to enrich our worship services each and every time 
they perform.  In the past few weeks, our services have also 
been blessed by the musical talents of the Children’s Choir, 
(under the direction of Diane Hill), the CCM Brass Quintet 
along with Randy Gardner, and our own Michael Goldberg 
and Lynn Poffenberger as well as many of our youth.  God 
bless all of you as you share your talents in praise to our 
Lord! 

As many of you know, we received our third group of 
new members during the weekend of October 24-25.  If you 
haven’ t done so already, please take time to welcome: Paul, 
Vicki, Paige, and Samantha Gardner; Ted and Doris Jancha; 
Walter, Jenny, and Julia Jessen; Jason, Scheffie, Rose, and 
Emma Lindquist; Summer and Shyla Miles; Carl Pigman, 
Jessica Bartolin, David Bartolin, and Alex Bartolin; and 
Mildred Breen.  This is the newest group of talented 
individuals to be adopted into our LCR family. 

Finally, I want to wish you God’s peace and blessings 
during the advent of this festive and most joyous Christmas 
season.  I hope and pray that the Lord will live in our hearts 
during this celebration of Christ’s birth and throughout the 
coming year.  God bless each of you and Merry Christmas! 

Through LCR you touch many lives, both here at home and 
throughout our world.  The Outreach Committee recently received letters 
of gratitude from: 

� � Graceworks Lutheran Services ($375) September 9 
� � ELCA World Hunger ($942) September 10 
� � Wernle Children’s Home ($250) October 30 
� � Graceworks Lutheran Services ($375) October 30 
� � Mission Aviation Fellowship ($500) October 30 
� � First Lutheran Church ($625) November 4 



     Our Earth Ministries 
Team works to provide 
insight and information 

about the natural world around us, and how we can be good 
stewards of the environment, and the vast array of living 
organisms found on earth. Without this understanding, 
caring for God’s creation can be a difficult and often 
misguided task. Imagine trying to run a farm if you were 
raised in the inner city and didn’ t know how to milk a cow 
or shear a sheep, or you didn’ t know what foods to feed the 
animals, or what types of seeds to plant based on the soil 
conditions, and when to plant them. In our monthly Earth 
Ministries meetings we have considered some of the more 
recent interpretations of the Bible that suggest that “heaven 
on earth”  may mean just that, the ultimate residency of Thy 
Kingdom. Knowing what exists on earth, in terms of 
biological diversity, and understanding how organisms 
interact and change with changing environmental or biotic 
conditions provides the basis for good stewardship of 
God’s creation. One of the most important concepts in 
understanding the biology of our planet is the 
understanding of evolution. Evolution forms the 
cornerstone of all aspects of biology. This year is special as 
it is the 150th anniversary of the publication of a book that 
proposed a theory to explain the mechanisms resulting in 
the diversity of life on earth, and it is also the 200th birthday 
of the book’s author. The author is Charles Darwin, and the 
book is On the Origin of Species by Means of Natural 
Selection or The Preservation of Favoured Races in the 
Struggle for Life. Many people think that Darwin is 
responsible for the idea of evolution, but this concept was 
around long before he published his masterpiece of over 20 
years of thought and consideration. His idea of evolution 
based on natural selection is a theory (a hypothesis 
surviving a multitude of testing in a wide array of 
situations) that has support from more lines of evidence 
than was ever thought of when Darwin wrote his book.  
Many of the tenants of his theory came from observations 
he made of natural systems and organisms on a five year 
sailing journey. After his university studies at Edinburgh, 
Darwin was off to become a country clergyman when the 
opportunity came up for him to join a five-year exploratory 
journey to South America, and beyond, as the traveling 
companion to the captain of the H.M.S. Beagle. He soon 
became the official naturalist for the voyage, and published 
the account of his travels upon his return in the Voyage of 
the Beagle. His trip experiences exposed him to a variety of 
different habitats, organisms, and environmental 
conditions. He found a variety of different fossils that were 
similar in many respects to the living animals encountered 
near their camps, and saw many unique animals like marine 
iguanas, giant tortoises, and the many species of finches 
from the Galapagos Islands.   

It took more than 20 years after his return from this  
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 -- Dick Durtsche 

voyage for Darwin to publish his ideas on evolution where 
species were related to a common ancestor, and under 
natural selection those individuals that best survived the 
conditions of their environment would produce more 
offspring for the next generation. Perpetuation of variation 
between individuals through generations would therefore 
lead to use of different resources eventually resulting in 
distinct species.  The longevity of Darwin’s composition of 
the Origin of Species was the result of his following the 
scientific method in testing and retesting his hypotheses and 
accumulating evidence in a variety of organisms and 
situations from plants (he loved orchids) to insects, to 
marine organisms and land animals, to the formation of 
atolls and coral reefs to climate change (glaciations). If fact, 
he wouldn’ t have published when he did if he was not about 
to be scooped by another young scientist, Alfred Wallace, 
who came up with the same theory independently. In 
addition to bringing to your attention the 150th anniversary 
of the publication of this work and Darwin’s 200th birthday, 
I hope that everyone takes the time to learn more about 
nature and natural processes. This book is filled with some 
wonderful descriptions of so many different life forms and 
how they interact, and discusses aspects of the earth’s 
history from geology to climate change through glaciation. 
Darwin’s theory is still at the forefront of evolutionary 
science because even after 150 years of testing new 
hypotheses and testing and retesting the theory of natural 
selection as a mechanism for evolution it still remains valid. 
It is at the foundation of all biological sciences. The advent 
of genetics by the monk Gregor Mendel, a contemporary of 
Darwin though they never knew of each other, and the 
subsequent advances to molecular biology where we are 
today, has only strengthened Darwin’s theory by unlocking 
some of the secrets to what determines variations in form 
and function in organisms. 

As Lutherans we can celebrate both God’s creation and 
evolution. As stated in a recent article in the Lutheran 
(Decher, Jan. As Darwin turns 200…. The Lutheran 
September 2009: 34-35), our origins may be explained both 
physically through evolution and spiritually through creation 
as told in Genesis. Many theologians and churches, 
including the ELCA conclude that evolution by natural 
selection is not incompatible with belief in God as creator. 
To that end, Darwin ends his book On the Origin of Species 
with a beautiful passage: 

There is grandeur in this view of life, with its several 
powers, having been originally breathed into a few forms or 
into one; and that; whilst this planet has gone cycling on 
according to the fixed law of gravity, from so simple a 
beginning endless forms most beautiful and most wonderful 
have been, and are being evolved. 

I recommend reading the Voyage of the Beagle and the 
Origin of Species, because they can open our eyes to new 
ways of seeing the marvelous handiwork of God. 
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Here is a snapshot of LCR©s finances as of October 2009. 

Cash Position as of October  31, 2009: 

Endowment Fund  $18,455 
Building Fund              - * *  
Restricted Fund    36,702 
Operating Fund         364 
Total Cash   $55,521 

Giving through October  31, 2009: 
        Actual   Budget Variance 
Operating Fund  $318,402 $311,893 $  6,509 
Building Fund       57,986     76,920   (18,934) 
Restricted Fund      76,270           -                 76,270 

 Operating & Budget Fund giving totaled $376,388 for the ten months ending 
October 31, 2009 is approximately $19,000 more than giving received for the 
same period in 2008. 

SYNOD BENEVOLENCE 

  As communicated in the year end financial summary, the Council came to the consensus that they would defer making 
benevolence payments to the Synod until the second half of the year.  This decision was based on forecasted cash 
shortfalls which occur in the summer as well as not being able to borrow funds from our restricted funds to cover those 
operating cash shortfalls. Beginning in July we began forwarding benevolence payments to the Synod.  Year to date 
benevolence payments to the Synod total $10,217 while benevolences to be paid to the Synod total $15,035. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENTS 
 A full set of the financial statements can be found posted in the Narthex. 

SIMPLY GIVING 
 Simply Giving is great way of making your contributions to LCR through an electronic funds transfer. Please contact 

Perry Owen, Treasurer, for questions regarding this program or if you would like to receive an authorization form.  He 
can be reached at 231-1134 or perry.c.owen@us.pwc.com. 

 Remember, we control the program locally so enrollment and subsequent changes are made immediately upon request. 

ELECTRONIC GIVING STATEMENTS 
 If you haven©t already, please consider receiving your quarterly and annual giving statements electronically.  All we need 

is your "thumbs up" to begin sending your paperless statement. If you are interested in participating, please contact Perry 
Owen, Treasurer, at powen1971@cinci.rr.com. 
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Four years after Hurricane Katrina battered the Gulf Coast and 
turned entire communities into water-logged matchsticks, the New 
Orleans and Slidell areas still struggle to rebuild. One native we spoke 
with said she believes it will take a generation to fully recover from 
Katrina’s destruction.  

Our group of 14 journeyed to Slidell to help Catholic Charities 
and Habitat for Humanity with their continuing work in the area.   
You can read about how the work progressed at the ‘LCR Relief”  
Facebook page where a number of our members wrote about the trip 
and at http://lcr-relief.blogspot.com. 

For Catholic Charities, we organized their building supply 
warehouse, something for which the long-term volunteers were 
extremely grateful. To maintain their grant funding, they need to build 
six houses a month -- a huge task. We built them shelves to store their 
wood, a simple thing, but they were ecstatic.  

To the residents and long-term volunteers, Katrina has been a 
marathon. They have already dealt with the devastation, the clean-up 
and now the rebuilding. They’ re tired and need support now more 
than ever. If you would still like to help, contributions to the 
Hurricane Relief restricted fund could be put to good use to help 
cover the trip’s expenses as well as donations to the charities we 
assisted. 

Our four days of building with Habitat for Humanity were 
fulfilling, challenging and a lot of fun. We worked on two houses. 
There were all skill levels on this trip. Some snapped on their tool 
belts with ease and nodded knowingly when the job assignments were 
handed out. Others had never held a circular saw. Skilled or unskilled, 
it didn’ t matter. The Habitat folks never flinched about teaching us 
something we’d never done before.  

The best part of the work was the people. We worked alongside 
homeowners who were excited because their Habitat house 
represented an opportunity to move their children into a stable home, 
a home their family hadn’ t had since the storm hit. There was the man 
next door to our worksite who let us eat lunch on his deck, at a table 
he had burned Bible verses into. Volunteers had built his house and he 
wanted to give something back.  

Every day we were there we saw God and hope in the people we 
met, the houses we built and in the volunteers we supported.  
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-- Steven Ahrenholz 
Our Earth Ministry recently began evaluating 

the various types of lighting in use at LCR.  We 
have spoken with Steve Crawford about the various 
types of light fixtures in use at LCR.  Our objective 
is to identify those that could use compact 
fluorescent light (CFL) bulbs, but which currently 
use incandescent bulbs.  This is one of the activities 
the Earth Ministry is investigating in an effort to 
identify where, and how, LCR can reduce its carbon 
footprint on the planet.  Where feasible we will use 
some of our budget resources to help replace 
incandescent bulbs with the more energy efficient 
CFLs.  We have learned that a number of LCR’s 
fixtures are not conducive to using CFLs or the 
fixtures present are already utilizing more efficient 
or fluorescent lighting technology. 

We are exploring how we can work with a new 
organization in Ohio called Ohio Interfaith Power 
and Light (OhIPL).  Interfaith Power and Light 
began in California as an organization working with 
churches to advise and provide support, resources, 
and workshops to help churches across the country 
become more energy efficient.  Energy use by 
public buildings places a substantial demand on the 
national energy grid.  Churches are included and 
often, due to any number of factors (e.g., age, 
construction, design), are not as energy efficient as 
they could be.  Interfaith Power and Light as well as 
OhIPL have organized with the belief that churches 
should be leaders in inspiring wise and prudent use 
of energy resources -- recognizing the impact and 
working to reduce the adverse effects a legacy of 
fossil fuel consumption is having on God’s creation.  
We are to be good stewards of the planet’s 
resources. 

I recently attended a presentation on OhIPL.  
They offer a number of opportunities for 
congregations to learn about reducing their 
contribution to climate change.  This occurs in the 
form of both identifying and evaluating energy 
conservation steps congregations can take as well as 
educating the church members on how they can 
evaluate and reduce their own carbon footprint (and 
save on energy costs as well.)  I am hoping to attend 
a workshop entitled “Cool Congregations”  held in 
the spring for Cincinnati churches.  This “ train the 
trainers”  event strives to help congregations reduce 
their carbon footprint and save money.  This will 
provide the LCR Earth Ministry with knowledge 
resources and tools to share and apply at LCR. 
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-- Scheffie Lindquist 
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BAPTIZED:   
 David Car l Bar tolin and Alex Joseph Bartolin, the sons of Carl Pigman and 

Jessica Bartolin were baptized on November  8.  Caden Crothers, the son of 
Christopher & Laurie Crothers, was baptized on November  29.  

JUST ARRIVED:   
Elliot Gene Von Busch, to parents Erik and Maggie Von Busch and grandparents, 
Harry & Judy Von Busch. 

The Ramblings can be obtained 
via email. 

Please contact  
Brenda Webb,  

lcrbywebb@fuse.net  
to be added to the distribution list. 

Lutheran Church Of The Resurrection will be hosting Life Line 
Screening on Monday, January 11, 2010. This event is sponsored by the 
DAYTON HEART & VASCULAR HOSPITAL at Good Samaritan.  

These health screenings will be offered for people 40-years-old and 
older. The vascular screenings are performed using Doppler color flow 
ultrasound systems and include the following:  
 

1) A Carotid Artery Screening –visualizes the build up of plaque in the 
carotid arteries, which leads to stroke. (Most strokes are linked to 
carotid artery blockage).  

2) Atrial Fibrillation (Afib) – A test to measure irregular heart beat. 
Having Afib increases your risk of stroke 5 times and can lead to 
congestive heart failure.  

3) An Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm (AAA) test – looks for an 
enlargement in the abdominal aorta that could lead to a ruptured aortic 
artery. The vast majority of people who have an aneurysm have no 
symptoms. 

4) An Ankle Brachial Index (ABI) – screens for peripheral arterial 
disease in the lower extremities, which is closely linked to coronary 
artery disease.  

5) Bone density screening, which tests for the early signs of osteoporosis.  
6) Complete Lipid panel, Glucose and C-Reactive Protein blood tests are 

also available for $99.00. These blood tests require an eight hour fast.  

You must pre-register by going to www.lifelinescreening.com or 
calling 1-800-779-6353.  (Our PRIORITY code is HSC3034).  

These screenings are completely painless, non-invasive, and require 
ten minutes or less each to complete. The cost for all four vascular 
screenings is $139.00. Please see pink flyer for details.  

Discounts for  members of LCR will be available until December  
13 (as long as appointments times are open). Please complete the 
special request form (available in the Narthex) and return to the AIM 
mailbox. 
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Ever since my dad, my mom, and I 
have joined the Lutheran Church of the 
Resurrection we have tried to attend one 
of the Christmas Eve services and also 
one of the Christmas day services.   

My dad and my mom used to sing in 
the old church choir.   

I love seeing some old friends at 
church like Kay Luccasen, Vi Sill, Dave 
Downs, Paul Garver, Barb Schmidt, 
Howie Schmidt, Peggy Nordone, Manny 
Nordone, Ray and Polly Sund, Marie and 
Erv Streng, Brenda Webb. and Pastor 
Zorn.   

I hope to see you in church at one of 
the holiday services. 
 Yours in Christ, 
  Charter Member,  
             Dennis Lanier 
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--Caroline Magnesen, 
Secretary 

The Senior High Youth Group’s Fall Bash was on Halloween. 
Members of the youth group met at the Higgins’  house for the party.  
The Fall Bash was not only a fellowship event but also a service one -- 
we wore Halloween costumes and went trick-or-treating for canned 
goods. We collected a total of 312 cans, which will go to the food pantry 
at Inter Parish Ministry. 

In early November, the youth group started our nut and candy sale, 
an annual fundraiser. We will be selling nuts and candy before and after 
all worship services through Christmas. 

On Saturday, November  14, the group completed a Christmas 
service project. Operation Christmas Child, led by the organization 
Samaritan’s Purse, is a project that sends gift-filled shoeboxes to 
children in Africa, central Asia, and Eastern Europe. This is LCR’s 
second year of involvement with OCC. We collected boxes, wrapped 
them, and filled them with goodies like socks, soap, stuffed animals, 
toys, pencils, crayons, and candy. The organization will later put a Bible 
in each package. The youth group ended up filling 86 boxes! We thank 
the congregation for their support and donations! 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
  
Sign up to help out with the Nut and Candy Sale 

A sign up sheet is posted in the Sunday school room 

Wednesday, December  2:   Service Project 
 Serve dinner at Prince of Peace Soup Kitchen 
 Leave church at 4:30 p.m.  
 Arrival back at church by 7 p.m. 
 Coordinators: Lydia Webb & Mrs. Wegmeyer 

Friday, December  18: 
 Movie & Pizza Night at the Woodworth’s (details to follow) 
 Coordinators: Jared Bussell & Mrs. Woodworth 
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It’ s never too late to join Club 52 and be 
part of this Bible reading club.   

Remember sign-ups are now open.  If 
you are new to the club, simply add your 
name to the list.  If you’d like to receive 
daily email reminders, please add your email 
address.  If you are already part of the club 
and want to continue, you do not need to do 
anything.  If you no longer wish to continue, 
please remove your name from the list.  

December bookmarks are now available.  
Please pick one up in the Narthex. 

Feel free to contact Diane Schwiger-
Alexander (lcrdsa@fuse.net or 513-474-
4938) with questions. 
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Mark Your Calendars! 

MAMMOGRAM  MOBILE VAN 
Wednesday 

December 23 
1 - 4:30 p.m. 

Cherry Grove Kroger 
Available for all women 35 and up 

Call 5123-956-3729 to schedule an appoint-
ment 

Financial assistance available for  
those who qualify 

Sponsored by YWCA of 
Greater Cincinnati 
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You are invited to join in to sing your favorite carols and 
celebrate the upcoming Christmas season with our neighbors  

and at the New England Club.   

Meet at LCR and bring cookies to share for fellowship  
after caroling. 


