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OUR 

VISION  

STATEMENT   
To become a vibrant, 

benevolent congregation that 

serves Godôs creation both 

locally and globally.   

A congregation that offers 

meaningful and inspirational 

ministries and worship for all 

ages that honor and praise 

God while maintaining the 

feel of an intimate family in 

Christ.   

Also, a congregation that 

provides opportunities for all 

to be involved in ministries 

and programs that foster the 

development of gifts in all 

people needed to sustain and 

expand Godôs mission. 

Lutheran Church of   

the Resurrection 
1950 Nagel Road 

Cincinnati, Ohio  45255 

(513) 474-4938 

RAMBLINGS 
é Dad had a smile, his life fulfilled 

It was Christmas Eve,  
it was Catechism Camp. 

 

-- Mark Wegmeyer 

These lines were taken from a poem I wrote about my father, which I 
read at his funeral. In trying to encapsulate a lifetime of ministry into 20 or so lines, I felt 
it important to acknowledge that for him, catechism camp was a very important aspect of 
youth ministry. 

If I had forgotten that, I was starkly reminded of it, the weekend of March 14-15, 
when my wife, Kim, and I, served as camp chaperones for seven members of LCRôs 
seventh grade catechism class. 

From Friday afternoon until Sunday morning we accompanied these youth to 
Lutheran Memorial Camp, near Columbus. While sharing meals, sleeping quarters, Bible 
study, campfire, and worship, this reminded me of the importance of  these programs. 

When the cell phones, iPods, video, and computer screens disappear, a funny thing 
happens, kids become kids again. They play outside, they interact with strangers who 
become friends, they get muddy, and cold, and tired, and they love it! Smiles break out for 
no apparent reason, and in the midst of all this, something wonderful emerges, God-space. 

Space in these kids lives to experience God in the world, in the beauty of his creation. 
Space to recharge the spiritual, not the NiCd, batteries. Space to take off the headphones, 
so they can hear God speaking to them, speaking in the trees, the wind, the fire, in the 
beauty of nature at rest, waiting for spring to emerge. Also, to hear God in the songs and 
voices and prayers of fellow campers, staff, and friends old and new. The ñfleshò friends 
that Pastor Zorn spoke of recently, not the ñfacebookò friends. 

In his book, ñThe Last Child in the Woods,ò Richard Louv coined the phrase,              
"Nature-Deficit Disorder,ò to explain the loss of connectedness our children have with the 
natural world, Godôs world. I think that loss of connectedness has manifested itself in 
many of the problems and ills our society, and especially our youth, experience today. I 
think Ansel Adams was pretty close to the mark when he said, "God is a three letter word 
for nature."  Itôs a two-way, God-nature relationship, like our Lenten ñcircle,ò the closer 
you get to one, the closer you get to the other. It is that relationship that can prosper and 
grow at places like catechism camp. 

I spend a lot of my life going 500 mph, six miles up. I have to constantly remind 
myself to slow down, to get out of the car and into the kayak, to learn to sit. I donôt 
believe you can see reality or the wonder of our Creator at high speed. I believe life is in 
the details. And I believe catechism camp can be an excellent opportunity for both youth 
and adults to do that ñslowing,ò to disconnect from the high speed, broadband, rat race 
and reconnect to the real world-wide-web, the web of life. 

So to the parents out there, when their turn comes, please make every effort to    
afford your children this valuable experience. And to all the adults out there, I ask you 
seriously to consider the role of chaperone. Besides having a great time, you will deepen 
your relationship with God and our youth, returning home with six or seven ñadoptedò 
LCR children. 

 ñI have come to understand that those who do not love nature and understand its 
significance, simply have never spent enough time in it.ò              -MW     
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PASTORõS PAGE 

 Earth Day, April 22, 2009 

After twelve years we know each other well!  Last 
week I got an e-mail from one of our members who 
mentioned in passing, that he figured I had a ñgardeningò 
sermon coming up soon.  I responded by commending him 
on his timing and informing him that the Earth Ministry 
Team had asked me to do a childrenôs sermon that 
following Sunday in relation to the childrenôs plot that they 
are adding to our community garden (Garden of Eatinô) this 
year.  Itôs the time of year when I begin thinking about 
seedlings, tilling, planting and placing my hands back in the 
earth.  I could not be happier about our congregational 
efforts this year to nurture a love for the earth in the 
children of our congregation.  I look forward to seeing our 
children ñworkingò in their plot all summer long and 
learning about the fruits of their labor being donated to Inter 
Parish Ministry to help feed our hungry neighbors! 

As I write this message on the 39th celebration of Earth 
Day we have all become familiar with the term ñGreen.ò  I 
have been reading lately that the word ñGreenò no longer 
works.  Green has become too politicized and has been co-
opted by manufacturers, advertisers and marketers.  The 
danger in this is that it takes the focus off of the essence of 
the movement from a Christian perspective.  From the 
beginning of time God has given humans the responsibility 
to care for Godôs wondrous creation.  The Genesis poems 
(Genesis chapters one and two) say that God created us 
from the dust, called us to care for the ñdustò and remind us 
that we will return to the dust.  This is not politics or 
marketing; this is theology! 

The Genesis story is about brown!  Some are now 
saying that ñBrownò is the new ñGreen.ò  Since my 
motivation to care for the Earth grows out of my sense of 
faithful Christian discipleship, I would like to be called 
ñBrownò from now on!  Will you join me? 

While Cindy and I recognize that we canôt control an entire 
world that in many ways devastates Godôs creation, we also 
confess that we have a part in the devastation, and therefore, 
can make our own small life changes to become better Earth 
stewards.  A few small changes that we have made in our 
lives:  I like to shave with hot water but it takes a while for 
the hot water to reach the bathroom sink.  I am collecting 
that cold water and using it to water our house plants.  
Cindy is manufacturing rain barrels for our house so that we 
can collect rain water from our roof to use in our vegetable 
garden.  We are making a conscious effort to eat less meat 
(see page 9); our goal is once a week and we are making 
good progress.  We are not vegetarians.  We like meat.  But 
we are aware that meat contributes to energy consumption 
and animal waste (see page 9). In the fall I ñstealò bagged  

JUST CALL  ME ñBROWNò 
ñéThen the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground,  

and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living being.   
And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put the man 

whom he had formed é 
The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it.ò  

Genesis 2:7-8, 15 

leaves from my neighbors and compost them so that they 
donôt end up in a land fill.  As our Property Committee 
removes several more dead trees from our church grounds I 
am aware that we have far fewer trees now than we did five 
years ago before the construction of our new sanctuary.  
My father loved trees, shrubs and gardens.  We had over 
forty fruit trees in our backyard when I was a child and it 
was often my chore to water them.  I was thinking that an 
ideal gift to our church, in memory of my parents, would be 
a small fruit tree orchard and Iôm working on that idea with 
our Property Committee. 

I am not suggesting that any of you take the steps that 
Cindy and I have.  I am aware that Earth care is 
complicated and there is not universal agreement (causes of 
climate change, effectiveness of recycling, economic 
impact of environmental changes, etc.).  What I am 
suggesting on this Earth Day is that each of us, as an aspect 
of Christian discipleship, become more conscious of our 
role to be caretakers of creation.  Our children and 
grandchildren will appreciate that! 

Michael Mortvedt is the Executive Director of 
Alternatives for Simple Living.  I recently received an e-
mail from him that I would like to share.  His thoughts are 
worth our consideration: 

ñA common comment these days is óNow is the time 
we need to start living more simply.ô  Usually this 
comment is made in the context of the current economic 
situation, where people are losing their jobs and investment 
income.  That is a good reason, but I think the reason we 
need to live more simply is more than adapting to an 
economic downturn; it is about the survival of human life 
on earth.  óLive simply so others can simply liveô says it 
clearly.  We in the, so called, developed world cannot 
continue to consume in the fashion or amount we have 
grown accustomed to and expect that life on Earth will 
thrive let alone survive. 

David Korten, in his new book, Agenda for a New 
Economy; From Phantom Wealth to Real Wealth writes, 
óUnless we are voluntary simplicity initiates, we are 
inclined to increase our consumption in tandem with 
growth in our income, placing an even greater burden on 
our planet.  We often we say with pride, óI can afford it,ô 
without asking whether Earth can afford it.ô 

Earth Day asks if the planet can afford humankind's 
careless use of resources, particularly the extravagance of 
the richest third of the Earth's inhabitants.  Our faith 
traditions ask whether we are being faithful managers or 
stewards of God's creation, and reflect back to us, that as 
we care for creation we are showing love to God and 
neighbor.ò 

(Continued on page 3) 
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WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

MMMAYAYAY   
WWWORSHIPORSHIPORSHIP   
SSSCHEDULECHEDULECHEDULE   

 

-- Rich Weyhrich, Chair 
Worship & Music  

 
The liturgies and services for May will be: 

 May 2/3: 4th Sunday of Easter, With One Voice liturgy 
 9/10: 5th Sunday of Easter, LBW II liturgy 
 16/17:  6th Sunday of Easter, David Haas liturgy 
   23/24: 7th Sunday of Easter, Now the Feast liturgy 
   30/31: Day of Pentecost, LBW II liturgy 

Easter is over, but the season of Easter is not. Easter weeks 4-6 

contain the images of the life the risen Christ shares with us. The 

first is the Good Shepherd that shows us how the risen Christ brings 

us to life. Easter 5 has the image of the vine and how the risen 

Christ shows his life with us; while Easter 6 shares with us the 

image of friendship. The Gospel for Easter 7 is always from the 

long prayer Jesus prays for his followers in Johnôs Gospel on the 

night before his death, and always includes Jesusô desire that his 

followers will be one as he and the Father are one. 

On the 50th day of Easter we celebrate the Day of Pentecost. 

We celebrate the Spirit through whom the people of God are 

created and re-created. 

ADULT  CHOIR :  The Adult Choir has resumed rehearsing on 

Wednesdays at 7:30-8:30. We welcome new voices, especially 

men, no prior music reading experience is necessary. Please 

contact Michelle Davidson, mm.davidson@gmail.com or 513- 

533-0272. 

CHILDRENôS CHOIR  RESUMES:  The Childrenôs Choir is led by 

Diane Hill . The Choir is open to all 2nd through 5th graders. 

Please contact Diane at DianeHill736@aol.com  or 513-503-

2529 with any questions.  

VOLUNTEERS WELCOMED :  If your musical gifts are more 

instrumental, we still have need for additional members to play 

in the Joyful Noise Band. Contact John Snowden, 513-553-

6442 or john.snowden@serviceexperts.com  

 We always have need for people to be trained as a Sound Tech 

to operate the sound equipment for our worship services. Please 

contact Rick Carter, 513-351-9480 or carterrk@gmail.com or 

Jason Luepen, 513-474-2933 or Jason@leupen.us. 

JUST CALL  ME é continued: 

Mortvedt makes a very important point; our 
care for creation is an indicator of our love of 
God and neighbor.  The converse is also true; our 
lack of care for creation is indicative of a lack of 
love for God and neighbor.  This is no trivial 
point!  Remember that Jesus called love of God 
and love of neighbor the greatest of all of the 
commandments.  (Matthew 22:34-40)  God and 
creation are not identical.  That is a heresy we 
call pantheism.  But creation is of God and 
belongs to God and has been given to us as 
Godôs gift to ñtill and keep.ò  As you live life on 
this Earth, this is the consciousness that I ask you 
to be attentive toéand may I call you ñBrownò? 

   Peace, 
    PASTOR ZORN 

EMERGENCY NEEDS 
RESTRICTED FUND 

-- Pastor Zorn 

Since January 1, 2009 we have received 

$4,959 in contributions to the Emergency Needs 

Restricted Fund.   

We have spent $2,262 to assist LCR families 

with the following needs:  electric bills, rent, and 

a dental bill.   

The balance in the restricted fund as of April 

19, was $2.697, well in excess of the $1,000 

desired balance.   

Thank you very much for your benevolence 

as we seek to live together as the community of 

believers in Christ. 

 

Lutheran Church of the Lutheran Church of the Lutheran Church of the 
Resurrection Grows when Resurrection Grows when Resurrection Grows when 

You  Bring a Friend!You  Bring a Friend!You  Bring a Friend!   

mailto:mm.davidson@gmail.com
mailto:john.snowden@serviceexperts.com
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

FROM OUR  

COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
-- Phil Hudak 

Fellow Members of LCR, 

I hope and pray that the joy of Christôs resurrection 
continues to remain strong and vibrant within each of you 
throughout this Easter season and always.  We look 
forward to the season of Pentecost and the coming of the 
Holy Spirit. 

On March 22nd, we adopted seven new families into our 
LCR membership.  Sean, Angela, Cole, and Addie Easter; 
Denny and Barb Heywood; Jerry, Gina, and Alina Kern; 
Kim, Kyra, and Skylar Musselman; Valentine Mungyeh, 
Evelyn Nguti, Sonnet, and Jehan; Sean, Elizabeth, and 
James Purdy; and Hazel Vollmer were honored at a 
reception following the 9:15 service.  It was a wonderful 
time of food and ñgetting acquaintedò made possible by the 
Fellowship Committee.  If you werenôt in attendance, 
please greet and get to know these newest members of our 
LCR family.  The Lord continues to bless our congregation 
with continued growth.  As a matter of fact, Pastor Zorn 
began another new member class on April 14th! 

I would like thank Matt Wehrman for coordinating, 
preparing, and executing this yearôs Easter Egg hunt.  The 
event was a huge success with approximately 40 children in 
attendance.  They are already looking forward to next year!  
Special thanks to: Becci Hart; Liza Purdy; Carrie, Logan, 
and Liam  Vollbracht; Rebecca Sievers and family; Jill 
Guenther; and Diane Schwiger-Alexander.  Without their 
help, this event would not have been possible.   

If you were fortunate enough to be in town during Holy 
Week, you had the opportunity to participate in many 
wonderful services.  On Palm Sunday, those in attendance 
at the 9:15 and 11:45 services, were told of Jesusô 
triumphant entry into Jerusalem through the performance of 
the drama, ñSigns along the Holy Roadò.  Many thanks to 
Cindy Zorn, Patti Westendorf, Judy Hammond, Christie 
Brown, Debbie Sutermeister, Chuck Farmer, Trish 
Litterski, Martha Newfield, Kent Stickney, Mark 
Westendorf, Renie Hamilton, Tara and Paul Rammel, Tyler  

and Aaron Westendorf, and Angelina Wehrman for making 
this production a success.  Maundy Thursdayôs service and 
ñfoot washingò gave me a deeper realization and 
understanding of Christôs commandment to love and serve 
one another.  On Friday, the Tenebrae service brought me 
to the cross and Jesusô suffering, death, and burial.  I left 
saddened, but looked forward to the joy of the empty tomb!  
Personally, I could not fully experience Easter Sundayôs joy 
unless I participated in those spiritually edifying services 
on Thursday and Friday night. On Holy Saturday, Helen 
and I were in attendance at an Easter Vigil service.  We 
witnessed the baptisms of Bill, Kim, Elizabeth, and David 
Murphy.  This was truly a blessed and joyous event.   The 
Easter Sunday services were vibrant and spirit filled.  The 
attendance was approaching 300 at the 9:30 service!  It 
would be wonderful to have that kind of attendance every 
Sunday.  The Easter breakfast was delicious thanks to the 
hard work of our Fellowship Committee.  This event was 
led by Diana Kelly and Helen Hudak. Special thanks to all 
who helped with food contributions and preparation, 
serving, cooking, and/or clean-up afterwards.  It couldnôt 
have been done without the many ñhelping handsò. 

In closing, continue to pray for each other; remember 
the sick, the hungry, the poor, and the poor in spirit.  
Continue with regular worship attendance -- even as the 
warmer weather of the spring and summer months 
approaches.  Continue being generous with your time, 
talents, and treasure. 

ñBring the full tithe into the storehouse, so that there 
may be food in my house, and thus put me to the test, says 
the Lord of hosts; see if I will not open the windows of 
heaven for you and pour down for you an overflowing 
blessing.ò  Malachi 3:10 

ñCHRIST IS RISEN!  ALLELUIA!   

HE IS RISEN INDEED!ò 

 

Our Southern Ohio Synod Assembly will be held June 5 & 6.   

Pray for Godôs wisdom for Bishop Holloway and all the delegates including LCR delegates  

Martha Newfield, Matt Wehrman, Diane Schwiger-Alexander and Pastor Zorn. 



FIRST COMMUNION CLASS 
A new session of First Communion Classes will begin in May for 

children who desire to receive communion. Four classes will be 
offered on Wednesdays, May 6, 13, 20, 27 from 5:30 to 6:30 pm. First 
Communion will take place on June 6 & 7. 

The ELCA generally recommends that children begin to receive 
communion at age ten or fourth grade, though this may vary with each 
individual and the trend is moving toward communing at younger 
ages. 

Parents with specific questions may speak with Diane Schwiger-
Alexander and are encouraged to read a study guide of the ELCA, The 
Lordôs Supper, which attempts to respond to questions about the right 
age for First Communion. Parents are strongly encouraged to 
participate in the classes. 

Please notify the church office if your child will be attending the 
classes. 
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FROM OUR ASSOCIATE IN MINISTRY 

FROM OUR  

        ASSOCIATE I N MINISTRY  

Adult Sunday School 
Beginning May 10 

10:45 a.m. 

Please join us for a very special class. We will conclude the year 

with a special guest speaker from The Cincinnati Jewish Federation. 

Amir Yarchi will share with us a unique perspective on the conflicts in 

the Middle East. 

Amir Yarchi arrived in Cincinnati on July 2006 to serve as the 

Jewish Community Culture and Education Emissary from Israel. 

Yarchi, 34, was born in a small kibbutz at the upper Galilee region. He 

was raised and educated in the Golan Heights, and then served in the 

IDF as a combat medic.  Yarchiôs wife,  Moran, is  a PhD candidate at 

the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Their house in Israel is in the 

town of Yoqneaam, about 20 minutes east of Haifa. Yarchiôs office is 

at the Jewish Federation of Cincinnati. 

Prior to coming to Cincinnati  Yarchi worked for the Jewish 

Agency for Israel as a spokesperson to national and international 

media. In November 2003, following the terror attacks on the Jewish 

synagogues in Istanbul, Yarchi was sent to Turkey as the Jewish 

Agencyôs task force spokesperson 

Yarchi completed his graduate studies at the Department of 

Communications at the University of Haifa. During his academic 

studies Yarchi coordinated the overseas students program 

at Haifa University where he also worked as a radio talk show anchor. 

He enjoys playing basketball and spending time with his twin boys, 

who were born here in Cincinnati.  

This special class is open to all adults and will be of interest even 

if you did not attend the Adult Sunday School unit held earlier this 

year on the Israeli and Palestine relations. 

VACATION BIBLE  SCHOOL 
-- Sara Wunsch 

What happens at VBS anyway?  The kids 

are placed in age groups, they sing VBS songs 

and watch a VBS skit together, and then 

volunteers rotate them from station to station to 

enjoy Christian Music, Crafts, Outside 

Recreation, Snack, Bible Story, and Bible 

Games. 

Additional volunteers work with and help 

the kids at each station. 

We currently have about 21 volunteers for 

VBS this year.  Thanks for the help!  But, we 

still need more volunteers in order for VBS to 

run smoothly and to make it a great experience. 

So, here are The Top 10 Reasons to 

Volunteer at VBS from June 15-19, 2009: 

10) You want to strengthen and increase your 

Christ-centered relationships. 

9)  Your kids like seeing you there (even if they 

may not say it out loud). 

8)  Itôs fun- not just for the kids- but for the 

volunteers, too. 

7)  Itôs only about 3 hrs. per day- youôre done by 

noon. 

6)  Itôs best to lounge by the swimming pool in 

the afternoon, anyway. 

5)  Itôs not as strenuous as manual labor, 

algebra, or physics. 

4)  You get a first-hand look at how the kids 

interact and what they do each day at VBS. 

3)  Itôs great to see our LCR/ AHCC/ and St. 

Timôs kids together. 

2)  You might have a God-incidence or God-

experience during VBS, too. 

1)  If you canôt go on Mission Trips or do long-

term projects like teaching Sunday School, 

itôs great to do something close and short-

term to help our kids learn about God. 

Please pray about it. 

Contact:  Sara Wunsch  

(624-6176 or swunsch@cinci.rr.com) 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

JOIN US FOR EUCHRE 
Come join the Fun! 

      April Euchre night was a great success!  First place 

went to Kurt Reiber.  Second place went to Jason "loop" 

Leupen.  Please join us on May 8th from 7-9pm for fun, 

food and fellowship, along with some cards! 

     Please bring a dish to share.  Babysitting available for $4.   

Call Dan and Jill Guenther at 232-2985 with questions. 
 

FIRST ANNUAL 
BENEFIT  CONCERT  

AT FIRST LUTHERAN 

Thanks so much for all of the support 

from the Cincinnati Conference of Lutheran 

Churches for the Benefit Concert that took 

place at First Lutheran on March 8th.  If you 

attended you already know that the music 

was phenomenal and made only better by 

the wonderful acoustics in the First 

Lutheran sanctuary.  You could quite 

literally ñfeelò how great the music was.  

First Lutheran volunteers were amazing 

hosts for the benefit.  As people stepped 

from their cars they were immediately 

greeted by escorts.  Upon stepping into the 

church, coats were whisked away to the coat 

check room and those who wanted to were 

able to take a tour of the church and the 

Learning Center and discuss the various 

ministries throughout the tour.  A Power 

Point presentation at the intermission along 

with a testimonial conveyed the healing 

power of First Lutheranôs ministries.  The 

food and fellowship wrapping up the event 

were a perfect ending.  The event raised 

$13,410.  If you missed iténo 

worrieséyou can catch the Second Annual 

Benefit Concert next year!!! 

Special Thanks to: 

Á The musicians of the Cincinnati 

Symphony and Chamber Orchestras 

who volunteered their time. 

Á The members of First Lutheran Church. 

Á The members and friends of Cincinnati 

Conference Churches who attended or 

donated. 

Sponsors: 

Á Miller Beer 

Á Parking Company of American 

Á 3CDC 

Á Tender Mercies 

Á the Lavomatic Café 

Á Ohio Valley Wine and Beer 

Á Samual Adams Brewery Company 

Á Thrivent Financial 

Á Urban Site Properties 

Á State Farm Insurance Agent Randy 

Grimes 

 

FELLOWSHIP  NEWS 
-- Shelly Higgins 

Thanks to all of the helping hands and contributions of food for the 

wonderful Lenten dinners, New Member Brunch and Easter breakfast that 

have taken place over the last month.  We could not have all of the wonderful 

fellowship events without such a supportive congregation! 

There is a new policy for borrowing fellowship items.  Please contact 

Kim Wegmeyer (513-624-9660 or kwegmeyer@cinci.rr.com) or the church 

office (513-474-4938 or lcrcnw@fuse.net) before any item is borrowed.  

There are some items that are not available to be used off the premises.  All 

items at church are the property of LCR and should always be treated with 

care and respect.   

We ask that you please clean up after yourself, your family, or your 

committee when using the kitchen or areas of the church.  All items used in 

the church should be returned to the place they were found.  Thank you for 

your attention to this in order for us to keep our church in great condition!   

The next Fellowship Committee meeting will be held at LCR in the 

Senior High Youth room on Monday, May 4, at 6:30.   

 

 

                  and                                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                          Mark your calendars for the Spring flower sale and rummage sale. 

Flower Sale will be from April 12 - May 3,   

Pick up on Thursday, May 7 

Rummage Sale will be Saturday, June 13  

Items can be dropped off the week of June 7-12 

Spring cleaning is a great time to start saving  

your items to donate to our annual sale. 

All proceeds from both sales will go toward the Sr. High trip to the              

National Youth Gathering in New Orleans in July.  

Please contact Shelly Higgins (seashelly@cinci.rr.com or 513-575-4533)  

or Kim Wegmeyer (kwegmeyer@cinci.rr.com or 513-624-9660)            

with questions. 


