OUR
VISION
STATEMENT

To become a vibrant,
benevolent congregation that
serves God’ s creation both
locally and globally.

A congregation that offers
meaningful and inspirational
ministries and worship for all
ages that honor and praise
God while maintaining the
feel of an intimate family in
Christ.

Also, a congregation that
provides opportunities for all
to beinvolved in ministries
and programs that foster the
development of giftsin all
people needed to sustain and
expand God’ s mission.
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H O L Y - W E E K

After the solemnity, reflection and prayer of Lent, we come to the pinnacle of the
Chrigtian year. During the Three Days -- starting at sundown on Maundy Thursday and
continuing through Easter -- we mark the death of Christ and rejoicein his glorious
resurrection. Please take this opportunity to invite your friends and neighbors to celebrate
with us a one of our worship services this Easter.

r. gave them a new commandment to love and serve each other. Our
Maundy Thursday service will include the washing of feet (for
those who desire) as areminder and example of the servanthood
that Jesus calls hisfollowers to emulate. The power of the Gospel
is proclaimed as much in action asit isin words. The worship
servi ce will include Holy Communion and the traditional Sripping

of the Altar to prepare us for Good Friday when our Lord was

stripped of power and glory.

Good Friday proclaims Jesus as a triumphant king who reigns
7

spiritually powerful Tennebrae Service at 8 p.m.

Saturday, April 11, First Lutheran (1208 Race Street) will be // ‘
holding an Easter Vigil from 7 - 9:30 p.m. This serviceis designed

to get people from all over Cincinnati to participate in the service. If interested, please

contact Pastor Heidi David-Y oung at hdavid-young@goodshepherd.ocm or 513-891-
great feast of the church, beginning afifty-day festival of rejoicing.
Theresurrection of Christ is proclaimed with shouts of Alleluia --

there is good news for everyone: death has been put to death,

humanity has been restored. Please come and rejoice with us at any
of the three services on Easter Day:

Foot Washing and Service of Holy Communion on Maundy
N\ Thursday, April 9, beginning at 7 p.m. The Gospel of John
mentions at the Last Supper Jesus washed his disciples feet and

from the cross. We gather not to mourn but to celebrate Christ’s
1700 ext. 26). Come celebrate the resurrection of our Lord!

life-giving passion and to find strength and hope in the tree of life.
Join us on Good Friday, April 10, for the emotionally and
Finally, on Sunday, April 12, Easter ishere at last. Heisrisen,
Heisrisen indeed! Thisisthe culmination of our faith. Easter isthe

Sunrise Worship begins at 7:04 am. in our Memorial Garden.

Breakfast will begin following the Sunrise service until 9 am. in our Fellowship
Hall. Please sign-up in the Narthex if you plan to attend or would like to donate
an egg casserole. A free will offering will be taken.

Easter Celebration Worship begins at 9:30 am.

Joyful Noise Praise Worship will begin at 11:45 a.m.

Let usrejoice together on Easter and throughout the Easter season in the central
miracle of our faith, that Christ who died lives again.



“The best thing that moder ate and
progressive Christianscan doin the
struggle with fundamentalism in other
faithsisto make a powerful alliance with
the moderate and progr essive leader sand communitiesin
those very faith communities. The answer to
fundamentalist religion is prophetic religion, and the new
alliance between prophetic religious leaders, acrossfaith
lines, isthe best way to defeat the threats of modern
fundamentalism.” Jim Wallis, Sojourners, February 2009, p. 5.

In January, | received an e-mail from afriend. It wasone
of those e-mails that ended with “forward thisto everybody
that you know.” Sometimes | have the feeling that we act on
those e-mails like robots. We just go ahead and click the
“forward” button without really thinking about what the
contents of the e-mail say. | am surethat | have done it too.
As| have said before, technol ogy affords us both bane and
blessing!

This particular e-mail was written by a Christian prison
chaplainin Australia. The context was that he was attending
atraining session for prison security clearance. The speakers
in the training session represented the Roman Cathalic,
Protestant and Mudlim traditions. The substance of the e-
mail was that the Imam was questioned about Jihad (holy
war), infidels (non Mudlims), and Allah’s command to kill all
infidels. This particular Imam, according to the e-mail, said
that Allah did command death for non-believers. The point
of the e-mail was that within twenty years Mudlimsin
Australiawill be amajority and be able to elect a government
that would enforce Islamic law.

| wrote back to my friend and said that the Imam
represented in this story must be an extremist Muslim. Itis
not accurate or truthful to paint an entire world religion with
abroad brush that represents only one (extremist) part of the
religion. | went on to remind my friend of radical Christian
groups and movements throughout history that clearly do not
represent the essence of our faith aswe understand it. |
explained that | believed the path to peace in our world isfor
moderates of al world religions to work together on two
tenets that every world religion (as | understand them)
subscribe to; love of God and love of neighbor.

Several weeks after sending my response to my friend, |
was delighted to receive the February issue of Sojourners
magazine in the mail with the cover story The Spirit of the
New Islam. Itisavery hopeful report on how the Islamic
faith is developing in the United States among some young
leaders who understand the essence of Islam to be mercy,
communal well-being, compassion and justice, and respect
for pluralism and diversity. What arefreshing contrast to the
stereotypical, vocal voice of Islam that preaches Jihad!

Butisit true? Isthere amoderate voicein Islam? | can
affirm, from my limited interaction with Muslims, that there
is. Every threeyears| take our Confirmation classon a
learning event to the Cincinnati Islamic Center (on I-75

CHRISTIANITY AND ISLAM: IS there any hope?

toward Dayton) and every time we have made the trip | have
come away very impressed with the humility of the speakers.
They are nothing like the extremists that we are so
accustomed to seeing on television. They are a testament to
peaceful and merciful Islam! Thisyear our host was a man
who was a manager at Procter and Gamble. As he talked
about hislife, family, and faith it occurred to me that he could
have been any member of our congregation. | think that our
teens came away from this trip with afavorable view of
Islam. Certainly, they saw a different face of 1slam than what
they see from the media. Hope!

When we take these trips, | remind our youth that the five
pillars of IsSlam are: prayer, fasting, amsgiving, profession of
faith, and making pilgrimage to Mecca. They sound rather
familiar don’t they (especialy in this Lenten season!) except
that our pilgrimage might be to Wittenberg, Germany!

My point isthis; the loudest, most extreme, most violent
voice of any world religion is not the true voice of that
religion. If you have time, | commend the February issue of
Sojournersto you. Itisinour information rack in the
Narthex. For those who don’t have time, let me share the
essence of one of the new voices of 1slam, Eboo Patel, “The
three things | would want people to know about Islam is that
first of dl, the core tenet of Islamis mercy...If you are
merciful to those on earth, the one who isin heaven will be
merciful to you; adirect link between human action of mercy
and God' s bounty of mercy. Number two isthat diversity
and pluralismisarevered valuein Islam....The third thing |
want people to know about Islamisthat it is atradition that
has inspired jazz and poetry, and love and life of afifth of
humanity for well over amillennia. 1t's aremarkably diverse
collection of people, and you cannot think simple things
about a group of peoplethat big for that huge a period of
time.” (p. 18)

Asthe world' s hate and hostility and the horrific conflict
between groups of God' s children are reported by our media
each day, | sometimes wonder about the world that our
children and grandchildren and great-grandchildren will live
in. It can be very depressing! If we buy into the stereotypical
thought that others are our enemy (e.g., Muslims and Islamic
countries) and we livein fear of them and forward e-mails
that foster fear and violent reactions, then conflict will be
inevitable. But if we see others as children of God who share
the basic tenets of faith that we do, then there is hope for a
peaceful future. “But perfect love drives out fear...Welove
because hefirst loved us.” (I John 4:18, 19)

It is much easier to wage war (afew terrorists can create
aspark that ignites a massive conflagration) than it isto keep
peace. But Jim Wallisisright; the solution to religious
fundamentalism and violence in the name of God is for
moderate and progressive people of faith to work together,
dare | even say affirm each other in their faith Thework is
not easy, but it isthe only hope for our children’s future.

Peace,
PASTOR ZORN



WORSHIP SCHEDULE

-- Rich Weyhrich, Chair
Worship & Music

The liturgies and services for April will be;

April 4/5: Pam Sunday, With One Voice liturgy
9: Maundy Thursday

7 pm Worship Service with Holy Communion,
Foot Washing and Stripping of the Altar
10: Good Friday
8 pm Tennebrae Worship Service
11: Easter Vigil
7 pmat First Lutheran Church
12: Easter Celebration
7:04 am Sunrise Worship in the Memorial Garden
8:15 am Easter Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall
9:30 am Celebration Worship Service
11:45 am Joyful Noise Praise Worship Service
18/19: 2nd Week of Easter, David Haas liturgy
25/26: 3rd Week of Easter, Now the Feast liturgy

Thejourney of Lent is over. We now begin the season of passion.
On Palm Sunday we lament the suffering of Christ and al of human
suffering as we await God’ s final vindication. The three days of Easter
begin at nightfall on Maundy Thursday as Lent ends. We gather with all
Christians to begin the Three Days celebration of Jesus' death and
resurrection. On Easter the resurrection of Christ is proclaimed in word
and sign. We go forth into the world, aflame with the good news of the
resurrection. Heisraised. Heisraised.

Adult Choir: The Adult Choir has resumed rehearsing on Wednesdays
at 7:30-8:30. We welcome new voices, especially men, no prior
music reading experience is necessary. Please contact Michelle
Davidson at mm.davidson@gmail.com or at 513-533-0272.

Children’s Choir Resumes: A Children’s Choir has started. It isled by
Diane Hill. The Choir is open to al second through fifth graders.
Please contact Diane dianehill 736@aol.com or 513-503-2529 with
any questions.

Volunteerswelcomed: If your musical gifts are more instrumental, we
still have need for additional members to play in the Joyful Noise
Band. Contact John Snowden, john.snowden@serviceexperts.com
or 513-553-6442.

We aways have need for people to be trained as a Sound Tech to
operate the sound equipment for our worship services. Please
contact , Rick Carter, carterrk@email.uc.edu or 351-9480; or Jason
L eupen, Jason@l eupen.us or 474-2933.

LUTHERANISM 101

New Member Classand
Refresher for Existing Members

--Pastor Zorn

I will be leading Lutheranism 101 on
Tuesday evenings from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
beginning on April 14 and ending on June 16.

The classes cover topicsincluding the Bible,
Church and Lutheran history, Lutheran doctrine,
L utheran worship and the church year, and the
history of Lutheran Church of the Resurrection.

Baby sitting will be provided if needed.

New and current members are encouraged to
jointhe classes. These classes are an excellent
refresher and an opportunity to meet new
Christians.

If you are interested in joining the classes
please notify the church office so that material
can be procured for you.

LUTHERANISM 201
Tobegin on
Monday, April 20
7 p.m.

Pastor Berner will be holding classes on
Monday evenings to continue the study of the
Augsburg Confession.

Please contact the church officeif you are
interested in participating in this very informative
study.

Everyoneiswelcome ... think of it asa
continuation to the New Member (Lutheranism
101) Classes held by Pastor Zorn.

HRST COMMUNION CLASS

A new session of First Communion Classes
will beginin May for children who desire to
receive communion. Four classes will be offered
on Wednesdays, May 6, 13, 20, 27 from 5:30 to
6:30 pm. First Communion will take place on
June6 & 7.

The ELCA generally recommends that
children begin to receive communion at age ten
or fourth grade, though this may vary with each
individual and the trend is moving toward
communing at younger ages.

Parents with specific questions may speak
with Diane Schwiger-Alexander and are
encouraged to read a study guide of the ELCA,
The Lord's Supper, which attempts to respond to
questions about the right age for First
Communion. Parents are strongly encouraged to
participate in the classes.

Please notify the church office if your child
will be attending the classes.
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The Columbarium Committee would like to update
you on the status of its project of constructing a
Columbarium and Memorial Ash Garden for those
wishing to have their remains (ashes) interred on the
grounds of Lutheran Church of the Resurrection.

There have been severd articlesin the Ramblings
and the Sunday worship bulletin aswell as atemple
talk and display in the Narthex area. Hopefully every
member has an understanding of the project. The
committee has also explained that financing isto come
from pre-purchase of the columbarium niches, ash
garden space, and donations.

In an effort to generate funds in order to commence
construction this spring, the committee has offered pre-
construction costs at discounts of $400 off the niche
price and $200 of a single ash garden space. We need
approximately 30 pre-sold niches (or that revenue
equivalency from pre-sold ash garden space and
donations) to be able to proceed with construction. To
date, we have about the equivalency of twelve pre-sold
niches, or about 40% of the funds we need to begin.

The Columbarium Committee also set Easter as a
date to review whether we have a*“go” or “no go”
project. To help us make the correct decision, if you
are intending to pre-purchase a columbarium niche, ash
garden space, or make a donation to the Columbarium
Fund, the committee would appreciate learning of your
intent by Easter. Y ou may also consider using the LCR
Columbarium or Ash Garden for parents, grandparents
or other members of your family, who may not be
members of LCR, astheir final resting place.

Payment will not be due until we are ready to
commence construction. Procedures arein place for
refunding of pre-purchased niches and ash garden
space should a person move out of town and determine
that LCR is no longer the place where they wish to
have their remains at rest.

If you plan to pre-purchase either a columbarium
niche or ash garden space, please inform Brenda Wehb,
Church Office Secretary. If you plan to make a
donation to the project, please advise Peggy Nordone,
Memorial Committee.

If you have any questions regarding the project,
pamphlets and a drawing describing the project, as well
as pricing are availablein the church Narthex area.

Feel free to ask ay member of the Columbarium
Committee: Paul Garver, Manny Nordone, Kay

L uccasen, Jacques Migliali, Carl Hartman, Harold
Jackson, Joel Farmer, or Brenda Webb.

Fellow Members of LCR,

It is hard to believe that the celebration of our Lord’s
resurrection is so very near! | hope and pray that your Lenten
journey has brought you into a deeper relationship with Christ
and each other. | want to thank all who contributed to thisyear’s
devotional book. | found each entry to be thought provoking and
spiritualy edifying. Hopefully, we can do this again next year.

| was also pleased to see so many taking advantage of the
Wednesday night Lenten services. The mid-week speakers were
interesting and informative. The service itself was meditative and
helped me to focus more deeply on Christ-centered rel ationships
during this Lenten season. | hopethat all of you will continue to
pray for each other and especialy for your Lenten prayer partner.
Thanksto al who contributed to the soup and sandwich suppers
prior to each service; specia thanks to the Fellowship Committee
for dl their hard work! Those pre-service meals made the
fellowship time extra special.

God continues to bless our congregation with continued
growth! During the weekend of March 21/22, seven new families
were adopted into our LCR family. Hopefully, you were present
at the 9:15 or Joyful Noise worship service and had a chance to
greet the new families at the reception between the services. If
not, please make the effort to do that soon. Again, kudos to the
Fellowship Committee for making the new member reception a
wonderful event. At thistime, there are potentially eight more
families who might be part of a new member class that would
begin later this month!

| enjoyed listening to the music provided by the Resurrection
Ringers afew weeks ago at the 9:15 service. That group, aswell
as the Adult Choir, and other groups and individuals who provide
us with special music, bless and enrich our worship services.
Thanks to Judy Von Busch and Michelle Davidson, and their
respective groups, for all their efforts and hard work. Speaking
of music, the music provided by the Praise Band is especialy
uplifting. Their hard work is bearing much fruit asthis service
continues to grow. At arecent service, | was one of more than
100 in attendance!

Asyou might recall, many of you participated in the Offering
of Letters project organized by the Outreach Committee. Thanks
to al of you, atotal of 137 letters were sent. The letters were sent
to our Congressmen and Representatives urging them to “rework
U.S. foreign assistance to make it more effective in reducing
poverty-starting by ensuring that poverty reduction isa primary
goal of foreign assistance.” This effort is spearheaded by the
organization “Bread for the World” and featured LCR’ s effortsin
their most recent newsletter. Angie McKenzie (Outreach
Chairperson) was interviewed and there was a picture of Carrie
Vollbracht and her son Logan in the news etter!

| pray that all of you have a blessed Easter and experience the
joy of Christ’s resurrection!

Phil Hudak



FROM OUR
ASSOCIATE IN MINISTRY

IT IS IN THE NUVBERS!

Recently | read an articlein “Rev” magazine entitled Time To Flip the 80/20
Rule by Brian Profit. If you are not aware of the 80/20 rule it is an old saying in the
church that 80 percent of ministry is done by 20 percent of the people. | am happy
to report that in the almost 12 years | have been a member at LCR the 80/20 rule has
not been the norm for our ministry. However, the newsis not that good in most
congregations according to new research from Church Volunteer Central and Group
Publishing.

In their comprehensive study conducted late last year, The Sate of the Church,
revealed that the 80/20 rule was highly optimistic for most of the congregations.
This means that for most of the 750 churches that responded to the survey fewer
than 20 percent of their members are involved and serving in the ministries of their
particular congregations. It is actually closer to 15 percent serving.

We have reason to celebrate at LCR because our numbers paint afar better
picture than those reported in the study. | will begin by saying that for 2009 we had
more Spiritual Gifts Covenant Forms returned that ever before. | distributed 334
forms (not including the current new member class) and we have had 168 forms
returned, thisis 50% return rate!* Last year we had areturn rate of 38%. Thank
you to the Equipping Team for their follow-up and all that they do to help members
connect to ministries. Thank you, also, to al of you who took time to pray, reflect,
complete, and return the form.

More numbers:

231 Confirmed, Covenant members are involved in some form of ministry.
Thisincludes Congregation Council members, Prayer Chain Members,
Worship Volunteers and everyone in between. This means that 67% of our
adult members are serving and using their giftsin God’s ministry.

Of the 133 families that are members of LCR, 72% of them have at |east
one person in the family involved in ministry at LCR.

In 2008, our average worship attendance was 247. Can you guess what the
percentage for members involved in ministry is when compared to our average
worship attendance? The answer: 93%!

We have reason to rejoice, not to brag or be boastful, but to thank God for the
giftedness of each of our members and for the Holy Spirit’s guidancein our
ministries. Jesus tells us to “go and make disciples of all nations’ (Matthew 28:19).
Jesus never said to go and make “ attenders’ or even “believers’. In Matthew the
word “disciple” refers to those who are committed to follow their teacher
completely. | believe that in our congregation that iswhat is happening. We do not
only attend worship, not only believe but participate and serve. By the way, did you
know that each weekend it takes over 25 members to help make our worship
services happen (plus band and choir members). Thisisjust one small example of
how the 80/20 rule does not apply here. It istruly ablessing to beinvolved in a
congregation that cares so deeply and iswilling to share their gifts with one another
and the world. Say a prayer of thankfulness for the giftsin this congregation and for
those who so willingly give of themselves.

*|t isnot too late to return your form and join in! Need another form, have
questions, please contact Diane Schwiger-Alexander.

Anne Basye on
“30 Good Minutes”

Many of you are probably
familiar with Anne Basy€e' s book,
Sustaining Smplicity: A Journal.

Anne was featured on 30
Good Minutes’, aweekly
ecumenical and interfaith program
on PBSin Chicago. Thisvideois
also available online.

If you'd like to hear more from
Anne on the topic of simpleliving,
you'll definitely want to watch:
http://www.csec.org/flashMovie/si/
anneBasye.html

Asaways, Anneisarticulate
and inspirational.
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AN APOSTLES CREED
FOR THE NEW

MILLENNIUM
--Cindy Zorn

Thetraditiona Apostles Creed
arose when heretical groups such
as the Gnostics were making
certain claims that conflicted with
the established biblically orthodox
teachings of the church. Takea
look at what we really mean when
we begin reciting the ancient
words, “| believe in God the Father
Almighty...”

This six week study will meet
from 7 - 8 p.m. on Wednesday
evenings beginning April 29.

Please contact Karen Leupen
at (Icrkleupen@fuse.net or 513-
474-4938) to order your book.
Makes checks payableto LCR for
the amount of $10.00.




FELLOWSHIP NBEWS

The Lenten dinners have been awonderful time of fellowship and great food!
Thanks to everyone that contributed delicious soups, salads, and deserts.

Easter Breakfast will be served following the 7:04 am.
Sunrise Worship Service on Easter morning, April 12.
Fellowship will be preparing avariety of great breakfast items.
Thereisasign-up sheet posted in the Narthex for members to
bring an egg casseroleto share. Please contact Helen Hudak
(hudakpl3@fuse.net or 513-753-8733) or Diana Kelly
(dikelly@fuse.net or 513-753-7519)

Our monthly Fellowship meeting will be held on Monday, April 13, at the
home of Kim Wegmeyer. Please join us and bring a small appetizer or dessert
to share.

SPRING HLOWER &

RUMMAGE SALE
Spring Fever!

Mark your calendars for the Spring flower sale and rummage sale.

Flower Sale will be from April 12 - May 3,
Pick up on Thursday, May 7

Rummage Sale will be Saturday, June 13
Items can be dropped off the week of June 7-12

Spring cleaning is a great time to start saving
your items to donate to our annual sale.

All proceeds from both sales will go toward the
Sr. High trip to the Nationa Y outh Gathering in
New Orleansin July.

—
/r’.‘? Please contact Shelly Higgins
(seashelly@cinci.rr.com or 513-575-4533) or
f Kim Wegmeyer (kwegmeyer@cinci.rr.com or
513-624-9660) with questions.
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JOIN

it starts with us

DAY

Saturday, April 25

The King will reply, “I tell you the
truth, whatever you did for one of the
least of these brothers of mine,
you did for me.”

Matthew 25:40

Mark your calendar TODAY'!
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans will
again be sponsoring a Join-Hands-Day
event in Over-the-Rhine.

Pleasejoinin serving our less
fortunate neighbors through three
beacons of hope in that neighborhood:
Prince of Peace Lutheran, First English
Lutheran, and Tender Mercies. While
they serve many, their resources are
limited.

Giving only a portion of your day
will leave lasting effects for hundreds
of God's people! And, of course, you
will receive afree t-shirt and lunch!

Please call Craig Holocher or
Susan at 513-771-3991 to volunteer or
to be placed on the Join-Hands-Day
email list for updated information.

Thanks and God Bless!

f Thrivent Financial for Lutherans:
Let’s thrive.

JOIN Us FOR EUCHRE

Come join the Fun!

Euchre night in April has been moved to Friday, April 3,
due to the second Friday falling on Good Friday.

Joinusfrom 7 - 9 p.m. in the LCR Fellowship Hall and bring a dish to share.

Babysitting is available for $4/per child.
Cadll Jill Guenther with questions at 513-232-2985.




We at first English Lutheran Church thank you for the $625 from your
congregation to assist usin our ministry.

Y our congregation has been very supportive of our ministries and we
will use your gift wisely. We have pared our 2009 Budget to our best
ability while still maintaining funds for our Outreach Programs. Y our gift
is gratefully received.

Your gift has been allocated as follows:
Learning Center ~ $312.50
Mission Support ~ $312.50
Prayerfully yours,

Jo-Ann Coder
Financial Secretary

Dear Members of Lutheran Church of the Resurrection,

“You answered me when | called to you;
with your strength you strengthened me.” Psalm 138:3

During these difficult times, many more people are calling for help to
feed and clothe their families. We have seen a 37% increase in the number
of individuals who have cometo Inter Parish Ministry seeking assistance.

We would not have the resources to strengthen their bodies, minds and
spirits without the generosity of people like you who have shared your
blessings with us.

Thank you for the proceeds from your “ Souper Bowl of Caring”
gathering in January. We received your donation in the amount of $613.35
on check #14356 and dated February 9, 2009.

Y our generosity has made a difference and will help us continue to
fulfill our mission to empower our clients and improve their lives.
Thank you again for joining with us to strengthen and encourage those
who call to us.
Blessings,
Lindsey F. Ein, Exec Director
Inter Parish Ministry

NEW ARRIVALS:

Vivienne Annabelle Staton, the daughter of
Lisa(Kreinbring) & Kevin Staton, and
granddaughter of Charlotte & Kurt Kreinbring,
arrived on March 10.

BAPTIZED:

Connor James Miller, the son of Rhonda & Jim
Miller will be baptized on March 29. His
sponsors are Irena and Don Miller.

At the

MOVIES

FIREPROOF YOUR
M ARRIAGE

Tuesday, April 14
7 p.m.

Followed by a six week couple®study on
Tuesdays: April 21, 28, May 12, 19, 26,
and June 2. Startingat 7 p.m.

Will you dare to love unconditionally?
Fireproof will challenge you to love better, to
lovefirst, and to love for alifetimel

This movieis based on Biblical principles
for strong, God-centered, lifelong marriages.
"At work, inside burning buildings, Captain
Caleb Hoalt lives by the old firefighter® adage:
Never leave your partner behind. At home, in
the cooling embers of his marriage, he lives
by hisown rules. Hisjob isto rescue others.
Now Caleb is ready to face his toughest job
ever ... rescuing his wife®heart!"

Please contact Jeff and Shelly Higgins for
more information 513-575-4533; Jeff’s cell
513-300-4475; Shelly’s cell 513- 300-9259; or
email: jeffhiggins@savorseasonings.com or
seashelly@cinci.rr.com.




| CR HNANCIAL
DASHBOARD

Here is a snapshot of LCR®finances as of February 20009.
Cash Position as of February 28, 2009:

Endowment Fund $18,455
Building Fund -k
Restricted Fund 38,725
Operating Fund 5,031
Total Cash $62,211
Giving through February 28, 2009:

Actual Budget Variance
Operating Fund $60,693 $60,985 $( 292)
Building Fund 12,210 15,040 (2,830)
Restricted Fund 13,358 - 13,358

Operating & Budget Fund giving totaled $72,903 for the two months ending
February 28, 2009 and is approximately $3,000 greater than giving received in
the same period in 2008.

SYNOD BENEVOLENCE

As communicated in the year end financial summary, the Council has come to the consensus that we will defer making
benevolence payments to the Synod until the second half of the year. This decision was based on forecasted cash
shortfalls which occur in the summer as well as not being able to borrow funds from our restricted funds to cover those
operating cash shortfalls. At February 28, 2009, amounts accrued for the Southern Ohio Synod benevol ence totaled
$4,935.

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
A full set of the financial statements can be found posted in the Narthex.

SIMPLY GIVING

Simply Giving is great way of making your contributions to LCR through an electronic funds transfer. Please contact
Perry Owen, Treasurer, for questions regarding this program or if you would like to receive an authorization form. | can
be reached at 231-1134 or perry.c.owen@us.pwc.com.

Remember, we control the program locally so enrollment and subsequent changes are made immediately upon request.

ELECTRONIC GIVING STATEMENTS
If you haven®already, please consider receiving your quarterly and annual giving statements electronically. All we need
isyour "thumbs up" to begin sending your paperless statement. If you are interested in participating, please contact Doug
McLearen, 231-3233 dougmclearen@convergys.com Financial Secretary.

Have you remembered Lutheran Church of the
Resurrection in your will?




LUTHERANS CHART A NEW PLAN FOR EVANGELISM

CHICAGO (ELCA) -- As amainline denomination, the
4.7 million-member Evangelical Lutheran Churchin
America(ELCA) isengaging in an effort to start new
congregations and strengthen its existing 10,448
congregations across the country.

Each of the ELCA®G65 synodsis creating amission
strategy unique to its regional settings, that brings together
congregations and unites them in serving their
communities, said the Rev. Stephen Bouman, executive
director, ELCA Evangelical Outreach and Congregational
Mission (EOCM).

"All missionislocal, and mission is about
relationship,” he said. "Every person isamissionary, every
pastor is amission director, and every congregation isa
mission station for the sake of the world," Bouman said.

The new design, "Evangelizing Congregations
Missional Plan," embraces America®growing diversity
while renewing congregations.

"When (a congregation) loses its connection with
community, the congregation beginsto die,” Bouman said.
"We want to help congregations reconnect or strengthen
their relationships with the surrounding communities.”

"Our move is not a program, but people, who will serve
asiconsfor evangelical mission," Bouman said.

In February, Bouman announced the implementation of
adirector for evangelical mission in each of the synods.
That person will serve asamission leader, trained in
community organizing and versed on current U.S.
immigration issues, he said.

"If we don®get the immigration thing right, we don®
deserve to be a church,” Bouman said. "We are Lutheran,
we are pro-immigrant. We must invite people, asthey are,
to be part of this church."

The Rev. Patricia A. Davenport, director for
evangelical mission in the ELCA Southeastern
Pennsylvania Synod, Philadel phia, said the plan involves
not only the commitment of pastors "but the equipping,
empowering and enabling of local indigenous people for
leadership."

Davenport said there are people of African descent and
African immigrants, primarily from Liberia and Tanzania,
who are working to build up the synod®mission
congregations and deepen connections with communities.
"We are seeing change,” she said, adding that the plan
"brings us back to our Lutheran core. Wege all disciples,
wherever we are.”

According to the Rev. GloriaKeiser Dovre, director for
evangelical mission, ELCA Southeastern lowa Synod, lowa
City, for many people "faith isfirst taught in the home,"
with respect to how people define home and family. While
"teaching faith at home" is critical work, Dovre said the
synod will also work to lift up Word and Sacrament, build
connections with people, support spiritual wholeness and
health and wellness.

EOCM®plan also calls for anew "faith practice
initiative" to focus the church©®mission among people
living in poverty and "the stranger among us," central to a
biblical vision of the church®outreach, Bouman said.
"Prayer will permeate every meeting, decision and area of
congregational life," he said.

"Those who do collective faith practices grow. When
wee in prayer and discernment about God®plan, that way
of being corporate discipleswill help usthrive,” Bouman
said.

"We need to find connections with communities,
especidly if it®@about making a difference in the lives of
people. It®about where the people of God live, and
building mission there."

Information about ELCA Evangelical Outreach and
Congregational Mission is at www.EL CA.org/eocm on the
church®Web site.

The Director of Evangelical Mission for the Southern
Ohio Synod is Pr. Bill McKee. Please contact Pr. McKee
to learn more about how your congregation can increase its
evangelical mission.

Lutheran Church of the
Resurrection
Grows when You Bring a FHiend!

HTCHHIKERS GUIDE TO
EVANGELISM

Tuesday, May 12

A One day seminar sponsored by Net
Results Magazine and 21% Century Strategies, Inc.

$95 registration per person
Bring a Team of Four

The Pastor comes Free!
Sponsored by the Southern Ohio Synod of ELCA

Topicsinclude:
Conversion vs. Conversation
Evangelism behind your Desk
Exegeting your Community
Building a Church of Evangelist ... and more

Hosted by Anderson HillsUMC
7515 Forest Road, Cincinnati
Registration and more information
www.21stCenturyStrategiesinc.com




The Children’s Choir isopento all
Second through Fifth Graders

Upcoming Schedule

Wednesday, April 1,
rehearsal from8- 9 p.m.
with the Adult Choir

Sunday, April 5,
singing during the 9:15 a.m.
worship service

Sunday, April 12,
singing during the 9:30 a.m.
Easter Celebration Service
with the Adult Choir

Please contact Diane 513-503-2529
or dianehill 736@aol.com
with any questions.

-- Shelly Higgins,
Advisor

SCALLYWAG TAG

Friday, April 17
7-9p.m.

For $12/person we will get two games,
and unlimited pop and popcorn.
We will also have pizza
and swesets!

Please R.S.V.P. to
Peggy M agnesen
elmag@aol.com or
513-561-0553
if you plan to attend.

Volunteers

The Mercy Hospital Anderson
Volunteer Department is currently looking
for volunteersfor a new patient services
team to interact directly with patients on a
non-clinical level.

Volunteers will receive special training
in wheelchair safety, infection control and
communication skills. The volunteers will
assist in the day-to-day non-clinical
functions of a nursing unit such as reading
or praying with the patient; playing cards
or watching TV with the patient; helping
the patient select meals; running an errand;
cutting the patient’ s food.

For more information, please call the
Mercy Hospital Anderson V olunteer
Department at (513) 624-4676.

Dear Ladies of LCR,

You areinvited to gather for lunch on the
Second Tuesday of every-other month for lunch.

Meet at Servatii’s (Beechmont & Eight Mile)
at 12 noon for atime to get together for fellowship
with other ladies while enjoying a variety of
wonderful lunch selections.

Mark your calendar for Tuesdays:
April 14
June9
Auqust 11
October 13 &
December 8

Feel free to contact the church office with
questions.

The Ramblings can be obtained via email.
Please contact Brenda \Webb, Icrbywebb@fuse.net
to be added to the distribution list.
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