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OUR 
VISION  

STATEMENT   
To become a vibrant, 

benevolent congregation that 
serves God’s creation both 
locally and globally.   

A congregation that offers 
meaningful and inspirational 
ministries and worship for all 
ages that honor and praise 
God while maintaining the 
feel of an intimate family in 
Christ.   

Also, a congregation that 
provides opportunities for all 
to be involved in ministries 
and programs that foster the 
development of gifts in all 
people needed to sustain and 
expand God’s mission. 
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Volunteer defined:  A person who performs or offers to perform a service 
voluntarily. 

When you remove ‘love’ from ‘volunteer’ you end up with something that in the 
English language is quite meaningless (volunteer = unter).  Possibly removing the 
personal loving spirit from volunteering renders the action(s) also meaningless--that is, 
meaningless to the person giving of their time to perform a service and the person on the 
receiving end of that service. 

Stewardship involves taking care of the needs of others. Stewardship is more than a 
sharing of financial gifts. We can be good stewards in our community and the world by 
sharing our time and talents. Volunteering your time, talents or treasures can occur 
anywhere, anytime. Expand the thought of stewardship beyond the walls and community 
of the church you attend. Volunteering your time, talent or treasures can be long-term 
engagements or simply a moment here or there. 

Can you recall the last time you put your heart into helping others? Maybe that 
occurred earlier today or yesterday or last week. Can you remember the details of your 
actions? Maybe the details did not matter as much as the end result.  Did you have a 
good feeling about what occurred? You possibly felt even more fulfilled than the person 
who was on the receiving end.  

Volunteering with love has a cathartic effect on the volunteer. Just when you think 
you are helping someone out with a difficult matter or sharing time, money or material 
things, you find yourself on the receiving end of joy. What a great surprise that can be! It 
is not a matter of how important you think the task is or what value is placed on the 
material things shared. True kindness expressed in every action as a volunteer is a gem 
to the receiver and the giver. 

Have you heard the phrase paying it forward ? Whether someone preceded you or 
not in sharing of their time or possessions, you have the opportunity to be part of the 
chain of kindness. Always the best intentions return the best rewards.  Some things to 
ponder as you engage in paying forward are listed below. These ideas come from 
someone who has thought a lot more on this subject than I, so I am just passing these 
ideas forward. You may not find you take the time to think through these prior to sharing 
your time or possessions, but they may be a reference to think about for the future. 

�� Become aware – identify your motives 
�� Serve God first – practice genuine kindness 
�� Find new truth – seek inspiration through prayer 
�� Make a choice – determine your higher purpose and live with passion 
�� Find courage 
�� Conviction by Conscience – spiritual muscle 
�� Living Courageously 

 (Continued on page 4) 
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--Jeff Johnston, 
Stewardship Ministry Team 
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“Nowhere in the ‘Our Faith’ column (April, page 3) does it mention the Easter Gospel message, which is 

Jesus Christ died on a cross and rose from the dead so we may have the forgiveness of sins and eternal life 
with him.  That message is hard to find anywhere in any edition of The Lutheran.  Christ’s focus during his 
time on earth was on the eternal, not the temporal.  His focus was to save souls for eternity, not to make a 

sinful world a better place to live.  Perhaps you should rethink your mission and message.”   
--An editorial in The Lutheran, May 2010, p. 48. 

I was struck by this editorial in The Lutheran and it gave 
me pause.  I wonder how many of us agree with the author or 
how many of us just read the editorial with no reaction 
whatsoever.  I suspect that many Lutherans would agree with 
the author of the editorial.  My intention is not to judge the 
author’s faith but to consider the validity of his theology.  If 
he took enough time to voice his feelings I suspect that he 
reads The Lutheran regularly and I would guess that he is an 
older, active member of his congregation, perhaps even a 
lifelong Lutheran.  However, I have the feeling that his 
theology is stunted.  It is a theology that I try to teach our 
Confirmands to move beyond.  Each year, as we prepare for 
Confirmation day and their little “faith speech” I say to them, 
“Don’t just say to the congregation, ‘Jesus died on the cross 
to forgive my sins and if I believe then I will go to heaven.’”  
Yes, Jesus is our Savior.  So what?  (I ask that of our 
Confirmands and, in this article, I ask you to reflect on this 
question as well!) 

The author says that Jesus’ focus during his time on 
earth was on the eternal, not the temporal.  I challenge that 
conclusion.  As we read the four Gospels it seems to me that 
Jesus’ focus in on the temporal.  It is on Earth and the 
announcement that in Him we have a foretaste of the 
Kingdom of God (the reign of God) that is coming to Earth.  
The triumph of God’s Kingdom and reign is certified in the 
resurrection of Jesus.  Jesus’ focus is more on today than it is 
on eternity.  In fact, He tells us not to worry about tomorrow 
(Matthew 6:25-34) but to seek the Kingdom and He says that 
nobody knows the day nor the hour in which God will come 
again (Matthew 24:36).  St. Luke, at the beginning of his 
gospel, sets Jesus’ up as the One whose concern is for 
people, their suffering and the weight of injustice (Luke 
4:18-19).  I would argue that Jesus was concerned with 
making a sinful world a better place and that He enjoined His 
followers (including us) to partner with Him in that mission.  

In his book, Surprised by Hope, N.T. Wright writes, we 
are challenged “to focus not on the question of which human 
beings God is going to take to heaven and how he is going to 
do it but on the question of how God is going to redeem and 
renew his creation through human beings and how he is 
going to rescue those humans themselves as part of the 
process but not as the point of it all.” p.185. 

While both theologies are concerned with people, there 
is a significant difference in the thrust of each.  Saving souls 
for heaven, while commendable, too easily evolves into 
forced conversion and a “my God versus your god” conflict.  
Saving souls for heaven is a theology that can too easily 
justify and accept the degradation of the Creation, and the 
suffering of people in this world because it is temporary.   

(Continued) 

Alternatively, partnering with God for the inbreaking of the 
Kingdom on Earth means that we are concerned with the 
Earth’s suffering now and the injustice that is wrought upon 
humans today.  It means that next week we “Bring a Friend” 
not only to save them for heaven, but to invite them into a 
relationship with Christ today because Jesus and His 
community are healing agents for those alive in the world 
now.  It means that the oil gushing into the Gulf is of concern 
because God loves the world and calls us to be stewards of the 
Creation (see Martha Newfield’s announcement regarding the 
Gulf candlelight vigil in this issue of Ramblings) and this 
Creation will receive the new heaven and the new earth 
(Revelation 21).  It means that feeding the hungry, welcoming 
the stranger and visiting the prisoner (Matthew 25:31 ff.) are 
of concern to God. 

I have no doubt that the writer of the editorial is a faithful 
Christian but I fear that his theology would leave him sitting 
inside the four walls of his sanctuary working out his 
“salvation” or put him in the face of his neighbor asking “are 
you saved?”  That form of discipleship seems incomplete in 
consideration of Jesus’ message in the Gospels.  Pentecost is 
the season of the Church year when we consider that we are 
one in Christ, empowered by the Spirit and sent into the world 
to proclaim and live the Good News.  Do you know 
somebody who is lost, depressed and hopeless?  Invite them 
into a relationship with Jesus today for their healing.  Are you 
overwhelmed and perhaps left speechless by the ecological 
crisis in the Gulf?  Come to our candlelight vigil and consider 
what God might want you to learn and how God might want 
you to change your lifestyle for the sake of God’s beloved 
Creation.  Are you troubled by injustice in the world that 
leaves so many people lacking of the basic necessities of life?  
Consider how you might give away more than you 
accumulate.  Are you associated with a “stranger?”  Welcome 
him into your (our) community. 

Jesus is waiting for us to partner with him to transform 
the world into the Kingdom.  As Padre Guadalupe from 
Guatemala has told us, “It happens by planting one shade tree 
at a time in the desert.” 
    Peace, 
     PASTOR 

Postscript: For further reading on this topic in addition to 
Surprised by Hope (in the LCR library), I also 
recommend Everything Must Change, by Brian McLaren.  
I fully endorse The Lutheran.  It is an excellent 
publication that provides a wealth of information about 
the Church throughout the world.  I commend it to every 
family in our congregation. 
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Sunday, July 11  8:00 p.m.  
Bauer Preserve 

(Nagel Ave and Clough Pike, across from LCR 
Participants are asked to bring their own candles and holders 

-- Martha Newfield, 
Earth Ministry Team 

Recently, I learned that in the medieval church the great 
pelican bird was a sign of the passion and the sacrifice of 
Jesus.  Many churches incorporated the pelican into stained 
glass windows and paintings of Christ’s passion or the 
Eucharist.   How ironic that this ancient symbol for sacrifice 
would become not just a beautiful stained glass window image 
of our Lord’s sacrifice for us but a living picture of a terrible 
and stark reality of what is happening to our own Gulf 
coast.  Pelicans covered in oil gasping for breath have become 
dying symbols of a greater reality with which we are only 
beginning to deal.  

All reactions to the disaster seem inadequate and often we 
stand mute in the face of the horror before us.  To try to begin 
dealing with the tragedy in a way that honors the people and 
animals that have died already, the Earth Ministry Team is 
assisting Pastor Zorn in planning a candlelight prayer vigil in 
which all churches and residents of Anderson will be 
invited.  Please be in prayer for this event. 

-- Rich Weyhrich, Chair 
Worship & Music  

The liturgies and services for July will be: 
 July 3/4: Pentecost 6, WOV liturgy 
 10/11: Pentecost 7, LBW I liturgy 
 17/18: Pentecost 8, Haas liturgy 
 24/25: St. James the Elder, NTF liturgy 

To love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, 
strength, and mind is to reflect God’s mercy in 
responding to one’s neighbor. That mercy found its most 
profound expression in the “gospel that has come to you”- 
namely the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
That gospel mercy comes to us again today: at the font, at 
the altar, and from the pulpit. It is very near to you. 

 VOLUNTEERS WELCOMED : 
 We are looking for volunteers to provide special summer 

music in lieu of the choir for anyone so inclined. If 
interested please contact Michelle Meinhart (513-
284-0529 or michelle.meinhart@gmail.com). 

 The Worship Committee continues to welcome 
volunteers for the Joyful Noise Band and sound 
technicians. Please contact John Snowden 
(john.snowden@serviceexperts.com or5134-553-
6442) or Rick Carter (513-351-9480 or 
carterrk@gmail.com). 
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(New Member Classes) 
--Pastor Zorn 

 Another session of Lutheranism 101 (a.k.a. - New 
Member Class) will begin in August.  Classes will be held 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on Monday evenings from August 
16 through October 25.  The classes cover topics including 
the Bible, Church and Lutheran history, Lutheran doctrine, 
Lutheran worship and the church year, and the history of 
Lutheran Church of the Resurrection.  Baby sitting will be 
provided if needed. 

If you are interested in becoming a member of 
Lutheran Church of the Resurrection or would just like to learn 
more about the Lutheran faith and our congregation, I 
encourage you to join the classes.  Lutheranism 101 is also an 
excellent refresher for existing members.  If you are planning 
to join the next session of Lutheranism 101 please notify the 
church office as soon as possible so that materials can be 
procured for you. 
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--Phil Hudak, Council President and 

Gail Koford, Congregational Representative 

Other items voted on during the assembly were the 2011 
Compensation Guidelines, the 2011 Synod Fiscal Proposal 
and the “Memorial to Rescind Actions on Ministry Policies” 
resolution (If you will recall, these controversial policies 
were adopted at last year’s ELCA Churchwide Assembly).  
The Compensation Guidelines and Fiscal Proposal were 
approved.  The resolution to “Rescind Actions on Ministry 
Policies” resulted in a 167 to 167 tie and, therefore, was not 
approved. Gail and I were disappointed in the outcome of 
that vote and the way it was taken which was by show of 
hands. (See Pastor Zorn's addendum to our report pg. 6 for 
more on this subject.) 

Before a morning worship service, Bishop Holloway 
recognized Rostered Leaders Anniversaries, Retirees, Newly 
Graduated Seminarians, Rostered Leaders New to the Synod 
(Pastor Ron Matthews of Friendship Lutheran Church was 
among these), and Congregational Anniversaries.  The 
worship service was spirit-filled and Bishop Holloway’s 
message was inspiring.  It was an uplifting, spiritual 
experience to be engaged in singing praises with such a large 
body of believers…especially when they sing in harmony!  
Following the worship service, Pastor Rubén Durán, the 
ELCA representative, shared the mission of the ELCA with 
us.  After some brief announcements and a prayer, we 
dismissed for lunch. 

Following lunch, the assembly reconvened and 
dispensed with some more business – report of the Elections 
Committee and the report of the Reference and Counsel 
Committee.  A highlight of the afternoon was the 
presentation by the Hunger Task Force, which introduced the 
Lutheran Malaria Initiative.  Pastor Zorn gave a creative 
presentation (using various people placed strategically 
throughout the assembly) which provided good background 
on the devastating impact malaria has on children and 
pregnant women in third world countries, especially in 
Africa.  Something as simple as a mosquito net to cover a 
bed while a person sleeps can prevent the disease.  Before 
the assembly closed at 5:45 p.m.  Pastor Joene Herr 
announced that $1845 had already been donated to this 
worthy cause in addition to pledges of $1500 by those in 
attendance that day! 

Finally, Bishop Holloway delivered his report (LCR has 
a copy if you would like to read it.)  The assembly ended 
with an interactive and engaging Bible study led by Pastor 
Rubén Durán and prayer. 

It was a privilege and a blessing to represent LCR at this 
year’s Southern Ohio Synod Assembly.  It was inspiring and 
enlightening to be among over 400 believers working to 
expand God’s kingdom and truly do His work with our 
hands. 

     Gail Koford and I left early on the 
morning of May 21 and headed north to 
attend the Southern Ohio Synod 
Assembly being held in the Health, 
Physical Education, and Recreation 
(HPER) Center on the beautiful campus 
of Wittenberg University.  We arrived at 
our destination around 8:15 a.m. which 
gave us ample time to register, meet and 

visit with other delegates, and view the various exhibits on 
display.  At two of the exhibits, a familiar face was found.  
Martha Newfield was working at the one sponsored by the 
Earth Keeping Task Force and the Ohio Interfaith Power and 
Light Organization.  Our own Pastor Zorn was found at the 
exhibit sponsored by the ELCA Lutheran Malaria Initiative.  
As you might already know, Pastor Zorn is the chairperson 
of the SOS Hunger Task Force and our Southern Ohio Synod 
has been chosen as a pilot Synod in this important project. 

Following the opening prayer, Bishop Callon Holloway 
called the assembly to order and then introduced Dr. Mark 
Erickson, President of Wittenberg University, who delivered 
a warm greeting and welcome.  Afterward, the assembly 
quickly dispensed with many procedural requirements – the 
adoption of the agenda, establishing rules of procedure, 
reports, announcements, etc.  Before the morning worship 
service, we heard the report of the Nominating Committee 
and voted.  For the very first time, the Assembly used 
keypads (new radio frequency response card) to elect 
representatives to the SOS Council, Vice-President, 
Treasurer, and 2011 Churchwide Assembly Delegates.  It 
was difficult to make a learned decision.  Within the packet 
of materials provided by the synod were brief “biographical” 
sketches of each of the nominees.  Each of them is to be 
commended for their devotion and willingness to serve the 
SOS in this capacity.  

(Continued) 

VOLUNTEER  cont. from cover: 
Then there is the phrase random acts of kindness. Who 

came up with that? Does it really matter? When you perform 
a selfless act that assists or benefits another, you may have 
just performed a random act of kindness. You may have just 
volunteered your personal time or talent in an act that was 
completed in a few seconds, days or weeks. Again, the 
length of time or monetary value of the action does not mat-
ter. It is most important when your heart is truly involved. 

Enough of the thinking and writing. Now go out and vol-
unteer your personal time and talents. Make a difference in 
the lives of others. You will find the joy comes right back to 
you. What a payoff!  Always with God’s love, we can be 
better stewards in our local communities and the world. 
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Dear Fellow Members of LCR, 
     God’s peace be with all of you.  I hope that you are 
finding time for rest and recreation.  Take the time to 
strengthen and nurture your relationship to God and, 
then, to each other.  Don’t forget that our 2010 
Confirmation Class is sponsoring a summer reading 
program to help purchase books for the library of El 
Mirador Lutheran School in Guatemala City.  What a 
great way to deepen your relationship with God, 
through the reading of Christian literature, and support 

a worthy cause at the same time.  If you are leaving for vacation, take a few 
of our library’s books with you.  Thanks to Liza Purdy for her help in this 
endeavor and her expertise in organizing our church library. 

If you are in town, I look forward to seeing you at one of our four 
worship services.  The summer is a great opportunity to attend a service not 
normally attended by you and your family.  If you have made plans for the 
weekend, they shouldn’t conflict with your worship attendance.  Making 
plans to attend one of the four worship services that we offer at LCR 
should be your top priority for each and every weekend throughout the 
summer and the entire year.  Each time I worship with all of you, my 
brothers and sisters in Christ at LCR, I feel spirit-filled and strengthened; 
clothed in Christ; yes, dressed for “success” as I go into the work week 
proclaiming the love of Christ.  I look forward to seeing you this weekend ; 
and remember, LCR grows when you “bring a friend”. 

In his report, given during the Southern Ohio Synod Assembly this past 
May, Bishop Holloway stated his disappointment in the decrease in Synod 
income and the resulting cutbacks of staff and ministries this decrease in 
funds necessitated.  Bishop Holloway also wrote in his report, “If our 
Synod is to meet its constitutionally defined mandates and the expectation 
of sharing 50-55% of its income for ELCA Mission Support (for 
churchwide ministries), each congregation will have to meet the ELCA 
expectation of passing on to the Synod 15% of its unrestricted 
congregational income. “  As you might recall, LCR’s 2010 budget, 
approved by the congregation, stated that 8% of our unrestricted giving 
would be paid to the Synod.  However, to date, we have not made one 
payment!  This troubles me and I have addressed this issue with our church 
council on several occasions.  LCR’s constitution states in Chapter 12, 
section 5, paragraph f – “The Congregation Council shall ascertain that the 
financial affairs of this congregation are being conducted efficiently, giving 
particular attention to the prompt payment of all obligations and to 
the  REGULAR forwarding of benevolence monies to the Synodical 
treasurer.” 

In order for our Council to practice “first fruits” giving, I believe it is 
imperative that all of us, the members of LCR, must do likewise.  In 
paragraph 7 of LCR’s Covenant, which the majority of you have signed, it 
states-“ Thankful that God has given us all we have, we will joyfully give a 
FIRST PORTION of our time, our abilities, and our possessions for God’s 
work.”  I feel that many of us are reluctant to give our tithes to God for, in 
so doing, we won’t have the money to meet other obligations.  This is 
contrary to Biblical teaching.   The Lord tells us that if we bring our “first 
fruits” to the altar of God, he will richly bless and sustain us while meeting 
all of our needs. 

Continue to pray for the Church, our country, the poor and oppressed, 
and, of course, each other.  To God alone be the Glory! 

   Respectfully, 
    Phil Hudak,  
     Congregational President 

OUR 2010 GRADUATES 
HIGH  SCHOOL  

MATTHEW  BEST: The son of Charlie & 
Alyson Best. Graduated from Anderson 
High School, will be attending the 
University of Cincinnati, studying 
Computer Science 

JARED BUSSELL:The son of Roger & Chris 
Bussell.  Graduated from Milford High 
School, will be attending the University of 
Cincinnati, studying Aerospace 
Engineering 

SAMANTHA  HIGGINS:  The daughter of Jeff & 
Shelly Higgins. Graduated from Milford 
High School, will be attending Xavier 
University, studying History and Integrated 
Social Studies Education 

KATIE  NEMANN: The daughter of Ed 
Nemann and the late Janet Nemann.  
Graduated from Turpin High School, will 
be attending the University of Cincinnati, 
studying Pre-Physical Therapy 

EMMA  NORTON: The daughter of Ed & 
Cindy Norton.  Graduated from Anderson 
High School, will be attending Bowling 
Green State University, studying Art 
Therapy 

ALLYSIA  SYVERTSEN: The daughter of   
Dan & Laura Sue Syvertsen. Was 
homeschooled, will be attending Kaplan 
University, studying Forensic Accounting 

ERIN  TENOEVER: The daughter of Janine 
Tenoever. Graduated from Anderson High 
School, will be attending the Christ College 
of Nursing and Health Sciences, studying 
Nursing 

COLLEGE  
JOEY JOHNSTON: The son of John & Donna 

Johnston.  Graduated from Kenyon College 
with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in 
Philosophy and a Minor in Math 

PETER METTE: The son of Brian & Mary 
Ann Mette.  Graduated from  Bowling 
Green State University with a Bachelor of 
Arts Degree in Fine Arts 

RYAN  PRASSER:The son of Glen & Jolie 
Prasser.  Graduated from the University of 
Cincinnati with a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Operations Management 

CHELSEA  SLATER: The daughter of Howard 
& Nancy Slater.  Graduated from the 
University of Michigan with a Bachelor of 
Arts Degree in Psychology 

REBECCA ZORN: The daughter of Pastor & 
Cindy Zorn.  Graduated from the 
University of Maryland with a Bachelor of 
Arts Degree in International Relations 

 



Dear LCR Family, 
I want to express our appreciation for the 

many prayers, cards, and meals provided during 
and after my back surgery.   

A special thanks to Pastor Zorn for giving us 
communion at home, and to Jill Guenther for 
programming a full week of meals after I arrived 
home from the hospital.  “What great cooks!”   

After four months of wearing a body brace, 
I’ve come to accept my surgeons’ advice that 
“full” recovery will take a year. 

  With love and gratitude, 
   June and Cornie Weber 
 

Dear LCR Family, 
Thank you so much for the thoughtful and 

generous donation to Max’s Meals!  We are 
thrilled to be able to help families at the hospital 
this way!  Thank you for all the continued 
prayers and support for all of us. 

  Peace, 
   The Meyers 
 

Thank you kindly for allowing us to use 
your parking lot for the 5H5K.  The race was a 
huge success, with over 2,025 people registered.  
We appreciate your generosity and support! 

  Sincerely, 
            Jerry Nayah & Beth Davis 
 

Dear Henry, 
It was such an honor to have you participate 

in my ordination on Friday, June 4, during the 
Indiana-Kentucky Synod Assembly.  I thank 
you, and the congregation of Lutheran Church of 
the Resurrection, for being such a major 
influence on my life these past seven years. 

May God continue to bless you and 
Lutheran Church of the Resurrection in your 
continuing prophetic witness to Christ for the 
sake of the world. 

  Yours Truly, 
              Rev. Dennis Zimmerman 

 

            NOTES  
            TO THE 
CONGREGATION 

ADDENDUM TO THE  SOUTHERN  OHIO  
SYNOD ASSEMBLY REPORT 

As noted in Phil Hudak and Gail Koford’s comprehensive report on 
the Southern Ohio Synod Assembly (pg. 4), a Memorial (resolution to be 
sent on from the Synod to the ELCA 2011 Churchwide Assembly)  to 
rescind the human sexuality decisions of the 2009 Churchwide Assembly 
was submitted for vote.  Specifically, the Memorial was asking the ELCA 
to reverse the decision to allow individuals in “publicly accountable, 
lifelong, monogamous, same-gender relationships” to serve on the roster 
of the ELCA. 

The Memorial required a simple majority vote to pass.  As noted, the 
vote was a tie; 167 in favor and  167 opposed.  Therefore, the vote did not 
pass and the Memorial will not be sent on to the ELCA for consideration. 

I wanted to bring this matter to the attention of our congregation for a 
few reasons: 
1)  It is important that our congregation be informed on all important 

matters that pertain to the Church (our own congregation and the 
ELCA).  In regard to contentious issues (e.g., human sexuality) it is 
particularly important for us to have transparency. 

2)  While the Memorial did not pass in the Southern Ohio Synod, I know 
that it has passed in at least one synod of the ELCA and perhaps others 
too.  (I do not have reports from all of the synod assemblies at this 
time).  My understanding is that this means that the Memorial will 
come before the 2011 Churchwide Assembly and there is the 
possibility that the human sexuality decisions could be rescinded. 
In conversation with those in the ELCA who are more informed about 

these matters than I am, I have been told that there is not much chance 
that the human sexuality decisions will be rescinded because those who 
were most opposed to them have already left the ELCA or are in the 
process of doing so.  Since the ELCA has already begun to bring clergy in 
committed, same gender relationships and their congregations back on the 
roster, I fear that if the sexuality decisions of the ELCA were rescinded it 
would bring even greater hurt and confusion to our Church. 

On a personal note, the conversation at the Synod Assembly 
regarding the human sexuality decisions, while respectful, was painful.  It 
brought back to mind the hurt and hard feelings that Diane and I 
experienced in Minneapolis last summer.  It reminded me that these 
contentious matters are not going to go away easily or quickly.  I pray 
that our Bishop and our Synod can stay focused on the mission of the 
Church while addressing the human sexuality matters.  As one of my 
colleagues commented, “Maybe the tie vote was God’s way of telling us 
to let go of this already!” 

I have found the Bible readings that we have read in worship over the 
past few months to be speaking a strong word calling us to remain in 
unity with each other even amid disagreement.  Maybe you have noted 
that theme in my preaching.  A common faith (Christ is Lord!) gives 
room for a diversity of belief.  (See The Future of Faith, by Harvey Cox 
for more on this concept.)  Generally, I believe that LCR has done this 
well and that we continue to be focused on our Lord’s mission and calling 
as we live into the decisions made last August.  For that, I am very 
thankful. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have thoughts or questions 
regarding any of this. 

     Peace, 
      PASTOR 
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�"I would like to thank all of the church people, participants and 
all of the volunteers for helping IHN people. It's a great thing you 
all do.  Everyone was very nice, the food was good and plenty. 
 Anyway thanks for everything."   --IHN Guest 

 "The organization, scheduling, stocking of supplies, etc. are 
truly a huge accomplishment.  I and my daughter were humbled to 
have been given the opportunity to serve." – IHN Volunteer 

 This year’s IHN hosting weeks at First Universal Unitarian 
Church (UUC) have come to an end.  We provided friendly 
hospitality to about ten families in our four weeks of duty. Some 
came and went as they found housing.  Some were able to be 
gracious even under duress. Some needed extra hands and extra 
patience when overwhelmed by their circumstances.  

 What an effective team of volunteers we have. 
 Interfaith...indeed.  Our partner congregations include UUC's, 
Humanistic Jews, Mennonites, Lutherans, and other Christians. Do 
you know that in four years of hosting, we have had only one or two 
volunteer "no shows"?  We thank your commitment and Welda's 
reminder calls for that!     

 Your commitment to IHN helps these families in many ways – 
but the job is not always easy.  If we wanted to help without getting 
so involved, we could just take up more collections for IHN and the 
Drop In Center. That might be easier.  But, would that provide the 
love, community, friendliness, positive examples of generosity, or 
encouragement that we give our guests through IHN? 

 And, what would we, the volunteers, miss out on?  What 
contact would any of us have with the homeless if it were not for 
our IHN involvement?  How would we grow our sensitivities to 
their situations and needs?  How would our children (many of 
whom are involved in IHN volunteering) come to see the reality of 
the growing homeless population in Cincinnati?  How would we 
grow our capacity for empathy, cross-cultural and cross-economic 
understanding?   

 IHN is born of a sad reality for our guests, but it offers a huge 
opportunity to us, the volunteers. We are stretched, we go outside 
our comfort zones, we rethink our prejudices and judgments, we 
learn how to work as a well-tuned community of different faiths. 
We grow our hearts, we laugh, we cry…. and for many of us, we 
experience the spirit of life. Maybe not while cleaning up the spilt 
milk, or washing the laundry, or waking the guests at 6 a.m. or 
cleaning the dishes .... but certainly in the moments when we reflect 
on the people we meet – those we serve and those with whom we 
serve.  After volunteering, there is just no way not to hold our 
guests in our hearts. 

 Thank you to the volunteers who made it possible this year.  
Next year offers new opportunities! 
�����������������������������������������������������������Mimi Gingold (First UUC) and  

Christie & Alan Brown, LCR/Beth Adam Coordinators�

�P.S.  And thank you for the huge response to the towel 
collection at LCR – the IHN guests have loved having a 
shower and nice towels at First UUC!�
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Join us in celebrating Rev. David Beckmann's 
award as a 2010 World Food Prize laureate! He 
shares the award, the Nobel Prize equivalent for food 
and agriculture, with Jo Luck, president of Heifer 
International. 

The laureates were recognized for their 
"landmark achievements in building two of the 
world's foremost grassroots organizations leading the 
charge to end hunger and poverty for millions of 
people around the world." 

In honoring them, the World Food Prize 
"recognizes the critical efforts of NGOs in 
mobilizing and empowering everyday citizens to end 
hunger in communities around the world." 

"The World Food Prize recognizes all that Bread 
for the World members and churches across the 
country have done to get our government to help end 
hunger in our country and around the world," said 
Rev. Beckmann. 

"U.S. funding for poverty-focused development 
assistance has tripled over the last decade; nutrition 
programs for hungry people in this country have 
more than doubled. This would not have happened 
without the advocacy of members and local 
congregations of Bread for the World." 

The World Food Prize cited the effectiveness of 
Bread for the World's advocacy. 

"I hope the World Food Prize will encourage 
more people to get involved in changing the politics 
of hunger.  

The progress the world has made against hunger 
and poverty is God moving in our time, and God is 
calling us now to get our country to do more to 
provide help and opportunity to hungry people," he 
said. 
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Continues through mid-July …  

Keep Walking and Praying for your  

Heart and Soul.  

We have walked, run, biked, mowed and prayed our way 
through the last 10 weeks to reach approximately 1,800 
miles and many more prayers! 

Our team has been moving and praying for almost 330 
hours and over 3 million steps!  

Keep up the great work, we need 5,008 more miles and 
there are many more prayers to say. 

Almost 40 members signed-up for this Prayer Walk 
Ministry. If you have not turned in your miles, steps or hours 
please register on-line or email your information to Diane 
Schwiger-Alexander or return your orange Record  of 
Activity to the water bottle in the Narthex.  
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READ FOR GUATEMALA  
 

KEEP READING  …  
WE HAVE  REACHED  OVER 

10% OF OUR GOAL ! 

REMEMBER WITH CARDS 
Please keep the Kopras and Huenniger families in your 

prayers.  If you would like to write to John Kopras or 
Pastor Huenniger, their addresses are: 

John Kopras Pastor John Huenniger 
#78002004 1756 Timber Lane 
FCI Morgantown Burlington, KY 
P.O. Box 1000 41005 
Morgantown, WV  26507 

The 2010 Confirmation Class is sponsoring a summer 
reading program at LCR.  Each member of the 
congregation is asked to read a book or two from the LCR 
Church Library.  For every book that is read, the 
Confirmation Class will donate $2 (up to a total of 
$225.)  This money will then be used to purchase books 
for the library of El Mirador Lutheran School in 
Guatemala City, Guatemala.  

To participate, simply choose a book from the LCR 
library.  Pick up a “Read for Guatemala” bookmark when 
you do.  Upon finishing the book, fill out the bookmark 
with the author, title, and your name.  Bring the finished 
slip back to church, and place it in the box labeled “Read 
for Guatemala.” 

The program will run until Sunday, August 15.  The 
program is open to adults and children.  Books read aloud 
to children count!  The library has ordered lots of new 
books...there is something for everyone!  

Books can be checked out at any time during the 
week, as well as Sundays.  Please return books within 
three weeks from their check-out date.  

We need to read 112 books from the LCR library to 
receive all of the funds. We will track our progress on a 
poster in the narthex.   

If you have any questions, please contact Liza Purdy 
at 513-388-0308 or lizapurdy@gmail.com.  



BAPTIZED:  Carson Luke 
Guenther, the son of Dan and Jill 
Guenther on Saturday, June 5 and 
Frederick Martin Heise, the son 
of Fred and Amy Heise on 
Sunday, June 27. 
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     Our Memorial Committee 
also oversees the Memorial 
Garden that is located on our 
church grounds.   
     The Memorial Garden was 
the vision of one of our charter 
members who wanted to 

remember a dear friend.   
Since its dedication in 2001 over 175 bricks have been 

placed in loving memory of our own members, family 
members, and loved ones. 

These memorial bricks can be purchased for only $25 
and will be laid anytime during the year. Simply fill out a 
form, located in the information rack, and return it to the 
NORDONE mailbox. 

The first Sunday in November, All Saints Day, bricks 
are dedicated during a special service for our own members 
who have passed away that year.  All other saints are 
remembered by a chime while their name is read. 

One of the bricks placed in the Memorial Garden is in 
recognition of John Hus, who chose to preach in the 
language of the people and not in Latin.  Please read more 
about Jon Hus below. 

If you have questions about the Memorial Garden or 
bricks, feel free to contact one of the Memorial Committee  
members:  David Downs, Chair, Phyllis Hall, Manny & 
Peggy Nordone, or Brenda Webb. 
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1369 - 1415 

-- Chuck Stafford 

      On July 6, 2008, I attended a regular 10 a.m. Sunday 
service at the Hope Moravian Church.  Pastor Kerry D. 
Krauss was in priestly garb to portray John Hus.  John was 
born on July 6, 1369 to a humble Czech family in the south-
ern part of Bohemia.  He attended the University of Prague, 
attaining a BA degree in 1393, a Bachelor of Theology in 
1394, and an MA degree in 1396.  His intellectual curiosity 
attracted him to the philosophical beliefs of John Wycliffe, 
translator of the first English Bible in the 1380's.  By 1401, 
Hus was an ordained priest and rector of the University of 
Prague.  

Hus'  zeal for the Scriptures led him to preach in the 
language of the people instead of Latin as required by the 
Roman Catholic Church.  When he refused to preach in 
Latin, he was imprisoned, tried, and burned at the stake on 
July 6, 1415. 

Through the martyrdom of Hus, reformation move-
ments began with one such movement resulting in the for-
mation of the Unitas Fratrum in March of 1457.   Originat-
ing from this movement, the Moravian Church is believed 
to be the oldest Protestant Church in existence today. 

(Continued) 

Growing up as a Methodist in Hope, Indiana which was 
founded in 1830 by Martin Hauser, a Moravian from North 
Carolina, I had many friends and classmates who were Mo-
ravians.  The story of John Hus inspired me to place a brick 
in his honor in LCR’s Memorial Garden.  It is claimed  by 
some that Martin Luther was inspired by the efforts of Wy-
cliffe and Hus to bring the Scriptures to the people in their 
language.   If you would like to learn more about John Hus, 
please contact Chuck Stafford for a short booklet written by 
William Dallmann, titled John Hus: A Brief Story Of The 
Life Of A Martyr.   David Mengel, LCR’s current vice 
president, has read the booklet and is well-versed in this 
period of European history. 

Dave Downs, the chairperson of the Memorial Garden 
Committee, encourages all to think about placing a brick in 
memory of someone connected with LCR or another Lu-
theran.  Dave was raised Baptist, but his parents admon-
ished him to honor all Christians.  He says, "Whenever I see 
their bricks, I recall Mom's making sure we attended church 
regularly and always wore clothes as if going to a 
party."  Dave says that his Dad always felt that "you either 
believe or you don't."  Dave says he believes and just seeing 
the bricks with his parents' names reminds him what an in-
fluence they were on his life.  Perhaps other LCR members 
would recall similar memories by placing bricks in the gar-
den.   

On July 6, 2010, remember the 595th anniversary of the 
martyrdom of John Hus. 
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OUR NEWEST MEMBER:  Marcia Forg .  Marcia is re-
tired from Advanced Automation, Inc.  She has one son, Mi-
chael, who is out of school.  Marcia moved to the Cincinnati 
area two and a half years ago from Lake Mary, Florida 
where she attended Northland Community Church in Long-
wood, Florida.  She was baptized at Hilltop Lutheran Church 
in Columbus, Ohio and confirmed at St. Marks Lutheran 
Church in Corpus Christi, Texas.  Marcia enjoys working 
with disadvantaged youth, gardening, and outdoor activities.  
She also enjoys volunteer work.  Marcia was invited to LCR 
by Phyliss Hall. 
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-- Dave Downs 
The Gathering Group is a gang of LCR folks that 

on the second Saturday of each month go out to eat at 
some local place.  

They always try to get a place where they can 
have a separate room or at least a corner of their own.  

People who join in for the first time are surprised 
that sometimes they find other couples with life 
situations the same as theirs or just get to know 
people they have seen, but did not know. At the last 
dinner (June 12), there were 17 members at Friday's 
at the Mall. There was even a joke contest, won by 
June Weber.  She won a good luck dolly with her joke 
about "the old man and a talking frog."  I have to 
laugh when I think of it, because the more gray hair 
you have, the funnier that joke is.  

Don't forget!  The Gathering Group gathers the 
second Saturday of each month.  

Hope to see then.   
Contact Dave Downs (513-702-1714) with 

questions. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  
 Sunday, August 15, LCR's church picnic will be    

from noon to 4 p.m. at Julif's large shelter. 

 Saturday, September 18  is the Luther Tables 
kick-off party.  More details are to come. 

 Sunday, October 10 will be the  LCR annual Pig 
Roast. 

  
NEXT FELLOWSHIP MEETING:  
 Monday, August 2 at 6:30 p.m. in the LCR 

fellowship hall.  
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-- Martha Newfield 

As I dropped off things at the church in June during the 
preparations for the Youth Rummage Sale, I was struck by the 
sheer glut of everything imaginable that had been brought in.  It 
was a snapshot in time of the great American throw-away 
culture. How we do love our stuff!  In the midst of all of this 
stuff, though, I was hopeful that I was also seeing recognition by 
many that we are beginning to think more and more about the 
advantages of recycling and reusing.   It certainly was obvious 
that there were a whole lot of things there that were still usable 
and did not deserve to be thrown in the dump.  Sure enough! 
Before long,  my eyes landed on a pile of beautiful cloth 
napkins.  I had been thinking for a while of doing away with our 
paper napkins and going to daily cloth napkins, but I just hadn’t 
gotten around to it.  The bright bundle of yellow napkins and the 
lovely white napkins for sale for $2.00 and $1.00 respectively, 
reminded me of this intention.  The opportunity nudged me over 
the line and now we are daily using cloth napkins happily.  

As I came and went for a couple of days during the rummage 
sale preparation, I also observed another aspect of the 
preparation going on with the people working  there that I felt 
also of value.  There were multi-generational members of our 
church working side by side to achieve a common goal:  to raise 
money for the youth trip to Appalachia.  I saw teens working 
side by side with their parents.  I saw senior citizens providing 
expertise in evaluating things that they knew about, gained from 
a lifetime of experience.  These seniors sorted fabrics, antique 
china and linens and then helped the kids price them for sale. 
 Later, I saw fathers helping kids evaluate and test electronics, 
tools and other items.  Mothers directed the flow of items, the 
organization of the price list and helped kids stay on track while 
doing numerous other things.  

 Historians tell us that after the Industrial Revolution,  
automation splintered the family so that old ways of working 
together to share knowledge and create a common life were no 
longer applicable.  The opportunity to work together as a family 
and a community as in prior times just doesn’t occur very often 
anymore.  But such an effort as the rummage sale provided a 
time for adults to work with kids and teach them skills of 
organizing, working hard and learning from others.  More than 
that, it provided a time of bonding that comes with working 
together on a shared common goal.  The church is one place that 
provides that opportunity, and we should recognize it when it 
occurs and honor it and celebrate it.  The author Juliet Schor 
recently wrote in her book, Plentitude: the New Economics of 
True Wealth, “while social bonds are not typically thought of in 
economic terms, these connections, which scholars call ‘social 
capital’ are a form of wealth that is every bit as important as 
money or material goods.”  I have a feeling someday the kids 
will feel the same way, and it will have been worth all the effort. 
  

  

The next Euchre card night 
will be held on Friday, July 9, at 
7 p.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall.  Come join us for cards, 
food, and fellowship.  Feel free 
to bring a friend or friends.   

Bring a snack or yummy to 
share.  Contact Kay Luccasen 
(kluccasen@cincinnatieye.com 
or 513-943-0243) for more 
information. 
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-- Caroline Magnesen, 
Secretary 

The senior high youth group had two important events in June. 
The first was the end-of-the-year party on Friday, June 5. This was 
a fun fellowship event with many exciting activities, including 
paintball! We also watched a slideshow of pictures from the last 
four years to congratulate this year’s graduates and remember the 
good times they’ve had in youth group. We give special thanks to 
the Kellys for hosting the event, to Mrs. Higgins for making the 
slideshow, and to everyone who brought food for the dinner. The 
party had a large turnout and all the kids and parents had a great 
time. 

The next weekend was our Rummage Sale at church. This 
annual event is an essential fundraiser for our youth group. After 
weeks of preparation, we sold thousands of items on Saturday, June 
12, raising over $3100! This gives us enough money to fund our 
June mission trip with Appalachian Service Project. An incredible 
amount of work went into this event, and we want to thank 
everyone who helped out in any way – by organizing the sale, 
helping with pricing, donating items or food, helping with setup and 
cleanup, or purchasing items. We really appreciate your help – we 
couldn’t have done it without you! 

-- Samantha Higgins, 
President 

A great time was had by all at the Kelly’s house for our year-
end party on Friday, June 5. Those who played paintball had a great 
time, the storms past by us and we had a wonderful cookout. Some 
of the kids swam.  Thank you to the Kellys for hosting and to Logan 
for helping to organize the paintball games.  

The kick-off party for fall will be Saturday, August 28 at the 
Syvertsen’s house for swimming, a meal, and the most favorite-- 
Shaving Cream Whiffle Ball! 
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IPM provides food and clothing to our neighbors    

in need in Eastern Hamilton and  
all of Clermont County. 

They are currently facing a large shortage of 
summer clothes in all sizes.   

Any donations would be greatly appreciated. 

Please bring your donations to IMP directly at  
3509 Debolt Road, Newtown,  

between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.  
Monday through Friday. 

For more information about IPM,  
visit www.interparish.org or call 513-561-3932. 

Thank you. 
 

�
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Has an urgent need for: 
 Size 4 diapers, crib sheets, hooded bath towels, 

and NEW newborn onesies. 

They also need: 
 Baby formula, NEW infant clothing, pull-ups, 

baby wipes, baby wash, infant nail clippers, and 
diapers of any size. 

Items can be dropped off at:  
4446 Mt. Carmel-Tabasco Road 
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Valley Vineyard  
 Saturday, July 24. 

 
Watch for an invitation and sign-up table  

to be up in the Narthex soon.  
 Cost is $59 a couple or $29.50 for one.  

Pay at the door. 
The menu includes:  a steak or salmon entrée, two salads,  

bread, and a dessert buffet.   
Each couple gets a bottle of wine,  

or two glasses of wine for one person.  
Dinner reservations are for 7:30 p.m. 
You can carpool from LCR at 6:30. 

RSVP to Helen Hudak if riding from church. 
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